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Curteous Reader, 

Have here given thee a rude draught of a 
ery exatt Preſident ; preſenting thee with 
an excellent Subje&t, 'but ver ' inartificially 
handled. My' acquaintance with this excel: 
| lent Lady was very ſhort, ſhe not living tws 
years, after 1 had the happineſs to know her ; yet bad that-ſhors 
time been more carefully improved, hou hadſt been enters 
tained with much more than 1s here repreſented. But this is 
the common miſtake of us miſerable mortals : we ſet mt that 
price, we ought, upon preſent Vertue, nor are we ſo provis 
dent, as to enjoy the benefit of it ſo fully as we might, whilſt 
ve have it * only when it us taken from us, it leaves behmdit a 
deep ſenſe of our loſs, and want of what we had, together 
with an belpleſs repentance, that wemade no better uſe of iti 
whilſt we hd it. Beſides this- diſadvantage : Iwhoam the 
moſt unworthy of all her former acquaintances m the Mmiſtry, 
and moſt unable and unfit for ſuch an undertaking,” yet am 
neceſſarily put upon this task ( none other being at hand, with 
whom. ſhe bath in this ſhort while [0 frequently converſ, ed ) by 
reaſon of my Relation to ber, and near neighbourhood. . Thi 
Pitture d:ſerved an Apelles, to have drawn it t6 the Life : 
and great pity it is, that ſocheice a piece ſhould be expoſed to thy - 
View with ſuch dull and dusky colours, and by ſuch an unsKillfut | 
hand. But I queſtion not, but that 6 every pious and ingenuo;es 
Reader will from theſe hints, "pa to himſelf much mire 
than 


To the Reader. 


thanThave or can expreſs ; and by his larger apprebenſion ſupe 
ply my defetts. Thou haſt the Sermon in the ſame Method where: 


init was Preached, without addition.of any chief bead : . only in 
the tranſcribing diverſe paſſages are conſiderably enlarged , part: 
ly from what was then prepared, but could not be delivered in the 

Yort time allotted for ſuch diſcourſes { there being alſo-many 
Noble and Honourable Perſons oj olemnize her Funeral, who 
had many miles to thetr home ) and partly from what did occur in 
the tranſcribing, which T judged ſutable to the Diſcourſe in hand. 
The Narrative #, in good part, (uch as was ſpoken at the Fune- 
ral ; but bere very much enlarged ; not only upon the former ac: 
counts, but moſtly upon-further information of many particulars, 
whereof 1had no knowledge, before this was intend:d tobe pub- 
liſhed. Taſſure thee (Reader ) it is not. from any ambition 
the Authour hath to appear in Prmt, that bath made this Diſ- 
courſe publick. The conſcience of bis awn inſuf ficiency for ſuch 
undertakings bath bitherto kept bin within the bounds of privacy: 
which if he now ſeem to have tranſgreſſed, thy charity will ras 
ther impute it to ſome other urgent cauſe, than his own choice. 
Ie #5 but loſt labour and a&tum agere, to cenſure bis weakneſs, 
who himſelf hath done it before thee. The beſt uſe thou can 
make of what he hath done, us ſeriouſly to apply, what thou findeſt 
to concern thy ſelf, and to imitate the example here laid bes 
fore thee , chooſing with her that good Part, wheresf our Sa- 
eViour bath given aſſurance, that it ſhall not be taken away from 
thee, That both thou and T may make ſuch uſe of what is here 
preſented, ſhall be the Prayer of 


The moſt unworthy 
in Goſpel-Work, 


P. W. 
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But one thing is needful ; and Mary hath choſen that good 
Part, which ſhall tot be taken away from her. 


= His Text is a part of our Saviour's Apſwes 
to Martha's expoſtutation with him for de- 
taining her Siſter from her afſifiance, whiltt 
all the Work lay upon her hands, in making 
proviſion for him and his Diſciples ; Lord 
( ſaith ſh: ) dſt thow nat take care, &c. 
Verf. 4.0. | | 
Mary being fo well employed, fitting at his 
feet, and hearing his Word, (ver. 39, ) well 
might our Saviour have {huwply rebuked May- 
| 1hi's obſtrepercus and unſeafomable difturb- 
ance 3 but withall mildnefs he only ad — her, how much Mz- 
ry's employment was to be preſerred before hers 3 Marths, Martha, 
( ſaith he ) thou art careſsl and troubled, 8c. Verſ. 4.1. _— 
cium dijeRioq, 
IS ant forie moyen.z i;;tentionis, ut audiret attent us. A4g. de tTerb. Don. Scim. 26. Ares. and others 
74 loc. 


Diverſe Interpreters ſuppoſe here a vehement reprehenſion of Mar- 
this over-much folcitade tor things not neceflary 3 ard her negle& of 
the - 


2 


Non opus re- 
prehendir, ſed 
munus diſtiex! 


Cat. 18 loc. 


Aug, devnb. 
Dom. Serm. 26. 
Vid. Theophil. 


Lyſer. Steliaz 
$cc. in loc. 


Hitron. 1 Thr, 
lib, 2. cap. 3. 
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the one thing neceſſary, which Mary had choſen. But others ſuppoſe, 
that the words do not fo much import a reprchenſion of Marthe's loving 
care, as a defence'of Mary who was þetter employ*d, and. therefore cx- 
cuſable, though ſhe did negleR inferiour buſineſs. 


ty Ai. ub ſupra $:r#; 2.9, So a!fo Ambr, i: loc. Sims de Caf]. 1.9,2-33. Buter and others, in ls;, 


1n this part of his Anſwer, which is to be the Subje& of our Dil- 

courſe 3 we may obſerve, | | 
1- An Admonition to Martha > "That one thing # weedful. 
2. A commendation of Mary, for her choice of that one thing z 
Mary hath choſen, &c. 

In treating of the former of theſe, we ſhall enquire by way of Expli- 
cation, -1. What this owe things ? 2. How it iscalled oxe? 3. In 
what reſpe&s it is (aid to be neceflary. DR 

f. For the firſt, it is evident in the Text it (elf, that this ove thing is 
that good part, which Mary had choſen : and not that abſtracted Monaz, 
or unity ( which ſome ſpeak of ( but extra rem, belides the Text, as 
one ſaith ) oppoſed to multiplicity, nor yet that unity which is oppoſed 
to Schiſme ( as St. Auguſtin ſeems to take it |) nor yet that little which 
may ſuffice for hoſpitable entertainment, excluding ſuperfluity ( as ſome 
others expound it : ) Nor can it be that conceited perfecion which the 
Popiſh Monks contend for 3 {cqueſiring themſelves from all worldly em- 
ployments, that they may attend nothing elſe, but ( as they pretend) 
Divine Contemplation. Though St. Ferome, and other of the Fathers, 
have by way of alluſion made fuch utc of this Text : which yet is far 


—_— ”* from the purpoſe of our Saviours Words. For can any man think, that 

Marie, Theeph. this was Mary's conſtant and continual Work, becauſe ſhe was at this 

ubi ſupra. time ſo carctul to improve this preſcnt opportunity of her Saviours com- 
pany ? We know that God hath ordained, that all men-ſhould ſerve 

Gal. 5. 33. him in their ſcycral vocations 3 and ſerve one another in Love, in the di- 
ligent performance of each duty in that fiate of Life, in which Provi- 

1 Cor. 7. 17- dence hath placed them 3 as the Lord hath called every man, &c. Our 
Saviour would have us.make a wiſe diſtribution of our times : yet ever 
preferring the beli employment, when it ſutes with our poſlible leiſure, 
and ſcaſonable opportunity. 

This one thing then here meant, is that which Mzry makes her preſent 
bulineſs. Tounderfiand which, we muſt conſider it with a double rec- 
ference, 1. Fothe End. 2. To the Means. 

1+ The End, or main thing intended is everlafting happineſs; which 
confifis in the fruition of God, in nearcii communion with him accord- 
ing to our preſent condition-and capacity : which is, 

Pal. 34. 3. ;. Herein Part, in ſome forctaſts of Divine Comforts, which it 
| xPet.2,3. Pleaſeth the Lord to allow his Servants, as an earneſt or pledge of that 
Pgb. 1-14 whichis prepared for them in Heaven. This conlifis in the ſenſe and 


fecling 


oo Sant. N Þ 
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fecling of the Love of God, fhed abroad into our hearts, by the Holy Rom. 5.5. 
Ghoſt; and is obtained eſpecially by the exercife of Faith and Love, 

2. Hereafter we (hall enjry him in Eternal Glory, of which we are 2 Cor. 5. 4. 
uncapable, whillt we remain cloathed with this mortal and corruptible ©": 7- 23. 
Tabernacle : which therefore the Saints ſo carnefily delire to put cf, 7 Cor. vg 
that they may be with Chritt : For then in perfe& Glory we (hall ſee 18; 25. 12. 
him face to face, in the fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. This Like 22. 29. 
is that Inheritance, Ringdom, Crown, Price, Life, Joy, Glory, exc. x Pe-. I. 4. 
ſo oft mentioned in the Scripture ; and which is faid to be purchatcs, Sy Y 
prepared, and laid up'for all thoſe that obey him, love, and fear him; !þ.1. 3. 14. 
thar put their truſt in him, and diligently feck him. This is that oxe J-b. 10 28. 
thing, which we are rcquired to ſeek, to lay hold on, to take by torce, on 25. 34. 
to hight, (trive, and run for, &c, on ki y 

2. Fhis ove thing 1s likewiſe conſidered with reference to the Means Heb.'5. 
whereby the mentioncd End is obtained. To attend -which was 1 Cer. 2 y. 
St. Pals greateſt care and butineſs : which is indced. work enough for 1:27 31. 19. 
a man fo do in his whole Life, with all his might. This is che whole $a OY be 4 
of man, 3. e. all he can do to attain happineſs. It is the oze thing, mz 
which comprehends All, that-is tobe done in order to Eternal. Life 3 Eccicf 12, 1 3. 
therefore muſt needs be very extenſive, But we ſhall contine our Dif- 
courſe, efpecially to that*part of this 4U, which is in the Context, 
verſe 39. viz. Hzaring the Word. 

One oblerves, that Diſciples were wont to fit at the feet of their G44: in. 
Teachers, as a lign of Humility and obſervance. So St. Puyl was faid, _ be 
to be brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, being perte&ly by him infiruct- © © 5 
ed in the Law. In this ( faith that Authour ) conlitis the true worſhip 
of God, and the Silvation of man. 

\.1 That we caſt our ſelves at the feet of Chriſt, 3. e. that we hum- Quan hu- 
ble our ſelves before him with a contrite heart, and tremble at his Word, mils ſede- 
Iſa. 66. 2. | | | dats tanto am=- 

2. That we receive his Word by a true and lively Faith 3 which be- *, c——_— 
gets in us true Love to God, and exhilarates the ſou), by the {weet con- —_ Sermay. 
templation of the promiſes contained in the Word : whence proceeds, 
an earneſt and ardent fiudy, and defire ro obey the commands of Gd. 

Which is the cauſe, that the fruit of the Word fo heard, d ffuſerh it 
felf through the whole Life. Thus we ſee what this oze thing is. 

Il. Now we are to conlider, how it is faid to be ove ? Ic is oe, not 
exclufively ( as though whilſt we attend this, we were bound to neg] 
all-other duties, which God requires of us: or thole comforts, wich 
he is pleaſed to allow us ) but intenſively ; It muti be our chietet aim 
and (cope in our whole Life : It mutt have the preheminence before all 
other bulineſs, and rcquires our greateli care. All we do, ought tO be r Cor. 10. 31, 
referred to-the glory ot- God in our Salvation, So that though we have 
many ſhifts'ro ſhoor, yet but one mark, many Oih-es to diſcharge, yet 
but -one aim'.in'-them all; As all the Springs diſcharge their ſeveral 

To B Streams 
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Streams through the proper Channels of their refpe&ive Rivers, into one 
Ocean » So a Chrifiians diverſe duties tend all to the ſame Savation. In- 
fomuch, that even worldly affairs are to - be mannaged with an heavenly 
mind. _ It was an excellent Moral {aying of one, which may be well ap- 
plicd to our purpoſe; 


Qnicquid agia, prudenter agar, & riſpice finem. 


| What &re thou haſt to do, do prudently 
And lct the End be ever in thine eyc. 


This point ſhould be the Center, in which all our ations meet, Sco- 
pu vite Chriftns, was the Symbol of that worthy Emperour Fovinian ; 
and ſhould be the refolution of every one that is called Chriſtian. 
Otherwiſe, if we negleG& this oxe, all other our moſt plauſible aQtions, 
arz but ( as St. Auguſtin ſpeaks of the vertues of the Heathens ) ſplex- 

©  dida peccata, glorious fins. Since (as he diſputes againfi the Pelagians) 
2p officiis Vextues are not diſtinguiſhed from Vices, ſo much by their Acts, as by 
* views dif. the End for which they are-done.. Likewiſe St. Bernard upon the ſame 
cerncndz ſunt account, tells the moſt accurate Moralifis, and <xaGelt Philofophers ; 
virturess that they had nothing to do with Vertue, being ignorant of Chriſt, who 
—Non Gi- ;. 7/;r2us Dei, the power of God ( 1 Cor. 1. 24+ ) For without him 


bus ſed fin bus , 

penſantur WE can do nothing, Foh. 15. 5. 
officia WS 4 ; * O90 FR ; 
Aw. contr. Fulian. \ib. 4 cap» 3. Quid vobis cum virtuti:us, qui Dei victutem Chiftum ignoratis ? 


' Bers, Serm. 2.3. f9. Ca#tica 


We ſee then, that this thing is fo oxe, that it is All; and that all things 
without this oze thing, are Nothing. X 
*EyZs Se tg III. This exe thing is faid to be needful, or ( as the vulgar Latize 
\ Xe*«. Unum hath jt ) neceſſary. | - 
- +: wad 1. In it ſelf conſidered, it is ſimply and abſolutely neceſſary z with» 
|; out which it is impoffible to be happy. For our happineſs confifis in the 
full and- compleat enjoyment of, God, which cannot be without real 
communion with him; nor can we have any communion with him, but 
in conformity to his Will. So that we. muſt be holy here, or clſe we 
can never be happy hereafter: Nor can we attain to holineſs, fo as to 
| walk with God, but in his own way. 
Necefſitas 2. Divine Otcdination alſo confers a double neceſſity upon this oxe 
Preceptl ghing, Vit 


_ | PM 1. Of the Precept, Dezt- 10. 12, 13+ requiring us to fear the Lord 


Mar.1o 19,&@c our God, to walk in his waies, to love and ſerve him with all our heart 
Heb.5.9. and ſoul, &c. It isnot left.to our choice, to deviſe any other way, than 
_”T Ve -- he hath appointed. Heaven is entailed upon thoſe only, that obey, and 

1. diligently wait upon the ſervice of God, and that. patiently continue in 

well 


2 Pet. 3. 14+ 
Rom, 2, 7,10. 


other way, than that which he hath preſcribed. 

2. Another neceffity is of the Mcans, whereby Eternal Life is obtain- 
ed. Salvation were utterly unattainable by loſt man, if Chriſt had not 
purchaſed it for him : nor can we partake of his purchaſe,unleſs we re- 
ceive him 3 nor can we receive him, but by Faith ; neither can we, belicve 
what we have no knowledge of 3 nor can we know except we be taught. 
we muſt ſome waies learn, what* we can believe, 

Oh! how neceſſiry is this word of Faith ? which is Mary's preſert 
buſineſs, to receive from the mouth of him, who is the Word (Fob. 1-1.) 
that ſhe may be taught the Word of Life by him, 7Yho # the way, and 
the truth, and the Life, Joh. 14. 6. | 

In which Word St. Berzard obſerves ſeven neceſlitics. Not but that 
there be more 3 but he only mentions thoſe which came to mind. The 
Soul ( faith he ) fecks this Word, | 

i. Cui conſentiat ad correfionem : that by divine admonition, the ob- 
liquities of our converſation may be reformed, P/al. 119. 9. 

2. Ou» illuminetur ad cognitionem, that in his light, we may ce 
light z whereby the cyes of our underſtanding bcing enlightned, we 
may come to know God, our {elves, and our Duty. 

3. Cui innitatur ad virtutem ; that leaning upon Him, who is the 
power of God; we may be able to reſiſt temptation, and overcome all 
the difficulties, we ſhall find in the way to happineſs. So that nothing 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God. 

4. Duo reformetur ad ſapientiam 3 that the exrours of our judgements 
may be corre&ed by his infirucion. 

5. Ci conformetur ad decorem 3 that obſerving his direction, and fol- 
lowing his example, we may live blameleſly, and without offence. 

6. Cui maritetur ad facunditatem 3 ( fo he expreſſeth himfelf; ) that 
the faithful ſoul being as it were married to this Word, may become 
fruitful unto every good work, fo as to abound in them. 

7. Quo fructur ad jucunditatem ; that taſting of this ſweetneſs, we 
may witizfſured comtort paſs through all the ſorrows, and tryals which 
here abide us, and in the midſt of all our fears and griefs, may yet re- 
joyce in the Lord, with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 

D avid was fo ſenſible of this, that he overlooks all other things, and 
urgeth the Lord in his moſt carneſt Prayers, to granc him this oze thing; 
Pfal. 27. 4, One thing have I defired of the Lord ; that will I ſeek after ; 
that T may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the daies of my Life, &c, 
His defire was to make this oxe thing his chiefelt buſineſs, Pſal. 62. 5. 
My Soul, wait thow only upon God: Hence his earneſt longing to beat 
that Work, , Pſal. 42. 1, 2. As the Hart, pameth after the spater Brooks, ſ0 
panteth my Soul after thet, O God. . My Soul thirſteth far God, fur 
the living God 3 © when ſhall Y 'conit aud appear before God? He 'was (o 
exccedingly raviſhed with the cm and heavenly {weetneſs of that 

| : 2 cm lo = 


well doing. ' Wedecrive our ſelves, if we think to come in Heaven any 


Neceſli::s 
medit, 

Aﬀs 4. 12, 
John rt. 12. 
Rom 10. 14» 


Rom. 10 8, 


Non ambigo 
elfe p:ure«, & 
alias, ſid hz 


interim occur- 


runr, Berg. 


Serm, 85  ſupery 
Cantica, 


Flalm 36, 9, 
Ephe!. 1. 8. 
Pſal. 119, 194 


Cant. 8. 5. 
I Cor. 1.24. 


Ro. 8.3 53 Wo 


Pſalm I9, 12s 


1 Pet. 2.271, 
Phil. 2, 5, 15, 


&C, 


Cul. 1. 10. 
1 COr. 15. $9, 


Pſalm 23, 3- 
$5.3 

Row, 12. I2, 

I Pct, I. 8. 
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ig Iſa). 84. 


| Heb. 12. 14. 


Ad manum eſt 
quod ſatis eſt 5 
a4 ſzpervacua 
fudatur. Scncc. 
Fpift. 4+ 


Mat. 6- 33. 
Rom. 8. 32. 
Ffalm 34. 10. 


Rom, 13. 14. 
12, Z» 
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Tfa.84.7 2,10. employment 3 that he eficemed one day fo ſpent, better than a thouſand 
Vid Molier. qgtherwjſe;, and prefcrred the meanefi Office in this attendance, -- before 
the greateft pleaſures, in the Tents of ſuch as regarded not Gods fer- 
vice, notwithſianding all the gallantry and bravery of their habitations, 
together with all the (olace and pleaſure of their carnal cmployments. + 


Thus much concerning this oxe thing, and the neccility thereoſs Now 


we {hall draw ſome Inferences from what we have {o explained. 


Uſe 1. 


Firſt, We learn hence, that other things are not fo neceſſary, what- 


evcr the World judgeth either of this or 1hem. 


1. There 15 not io great nced of them as of 2bis 3 they are need{ul in 


their kind, and place; God having ordained them for the comfoxt of 


this Life, in their fcveral uſes. But this 1s indiſpenſably neceſlary to the 
attainment of everlaſting happinels 3 as without which xo man ſhall 
ever ſce God. We may reach Heaven without Riches, or Honour, or 
Applauſe of men, &c. Yea without Health,or bodily S:rength, or Beau- 
ty, &c. but never without Holineſs, and attendance upon Gods Service. 

Whilſt we ſojourn here below, we havea little need of theſe ſubſidia, 
or helps requiſite to the ſupport of our outward man. Bur, O that we 
did not fo dote on them, as if they were the #unum neceſſariuam. By 
which prepoſtcrous ating we make our Life more cumberſome here, 
and prevent the enjoyment of everlaſting Life, by troubling our ſelves too 
much about theſe many things, and negleRting 1his.oxe. Well did that 
Heathen diſcern the non-neccſlity of theſe many things, which diftra& 
the minds of men 3 could he but as well have known that one thing, 
which is fo nec.fſary. That is near-hand ( faith he ) - which might 
ſerve turnz all cur toyl and ſweat. is for that, which is ſuperfluous. 
Thoſe Stars, whoſe light is not only pleaſunt, but uſeful in the Suns ab- 
{nce, difeppear at his return. Surely, if we were more near the Raics 
of the Sun-of Righteouſncls, we ſhould not beſo much taken-with the 
gliamerings of theſe Iefſer comforts. fi 

2. But that which is alſo very conſiderable; if we cordially chooſe 
this ove #hing, we ſhall be ſure to have our part of thoſe other things, 
( which worldlings fo much prize, ) in our proportion, as our heavenly 
Father (ces necdful for us. For they, that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not want 
axy good thing. This is the. molt compendious way, to attain the high- 
«li degree of contentment, which only makes a man what he would be. 


; Ofe 3+ 


How much then are they to, blame, who take no cate for this one necd- 
ful thing ? whoſe whole time is employed in making proviſion. for the 
ficſb, to fulfill the luſts thereof 3 and in conforming themſelves to this 
preſent 


Mary's Choice. - 7 

preſent evil world, which Iyeth wholly in wickedneſs :  wh:ſe God is 2 Joh. 5. 19. 

their Belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things. Their Phal, 3-19. 

inward thought is, how to make themſclves great in Wealth, and Ho- 

nour, to enjoy, and fulfill all their pleaſure, And whilſt they 'profper 

in their way, and all things fuccecd to their defires,they bleſs themſelves, R 

and other men praiſe and flatter them, as if they were the only wiſe and Pſalm 4g. 18. 

prudent men in the world, who b:ft know how to do well to themſelves. 

But whilti they reje& the Word of the Lord, what wiſdom is in them ? Jer. 8. 9- 

Surely no other than that which is declarcd not to deſcend from above, 

but is carthly, fenſual, dcviliſh: that which is enmity againſt God 3 James 3. 15- 

which is only ro do evil, but todo good hath no knowledge. The ut- Rom: 87» 

molt ;ſſue of all their defigns,and practice is,to prove themſelves Fools( as _—y 

he was raghtly called, Luk. 12.26.) For what can all this profit them, 

when thctr Soul ſhall be required of them ? Are not they fools, who with 

ſo great eagerneſs purſue their own undoing, rejeing this one thing, 

which is ſoneccflary to their Salvation ? They (urtcit upon the pleaſures 

of this Litc,and nauſcate the ſervice of God ; ſaying unto him, Depart Job 21. 14: 

from us, for we deſire yot the knonledge of thy waies. Finding neither 

carnal pleaſure, nor profit in Religion, they are wholly averſefrom it ; 

ſeying, Ir is vain to ſerve God 3 and what profit is it that we have kept Mal. 3. 14. 

bis Ordinance ? And what profit ſhould we have, if we pray unto him ? you 22-5 
Thus whillt they like not to retain God in their knowledge, they arc Rom. 1.28. | 

juſtly given vp to a reprobate mind, void of all judgement, So that !55 90m: 

they do not only make Shipwrack of a good conſcience, u hich being Jaws Ws: 

cauterizcd, and feared, is b:come dedolent, and paſt feeling ; yea they Epheſ. 4. 19. 

proceed fo far at]aft, as todraw black Lines upan that very * Regiſter of 4r1aynuores. 

natural] Principles, which God had written in their hearts : whereby _ oY 

they become utterly alienated from the Life of God, without Chriſt a} 
. _ - : : » Epheſ. 4. 18; 

Aliens, Strangers, Hopeleſs, and Arheifts, without God inthe world.. 2. Its 

Wharever efteem thefe may have among men 3 yet with all their Ho- *AJ%%, 

nour, thicerhcy underfiand not ( b<ing not acquainted ' with this one. P{21m 49.25: 

#bing ) they axcno better than the Baſis that perith.. 


Uſe 3. 


But oh! Let it bz our care to make ſure of this oze thing, which is 
ſoneceſfary, Terifte away no more precious time :* ler that ſuffice which. 
is ſpent already upon the vain pleaſures, and follic*, and gaytics of the 1 Pet. 4:3. 
world, whilſt we have negle&ed- this' one thing : clpecially laying to 
hearitheſe few conſiderations. 78 

1- How ſhort and uncertain the timeis, which we have before us. 1 Cer. 5. 25, 
It would be 6ur beſt hatbandry now to redeem the time, and make the Jam: 4. 14, 
beſt advantage of our preſent opportunity. Let nor that bargain ſlip out Z2**i 5. 15. 
of our hands : thoughit bepurchaſed: with the loſs of thoſe former de- #51029 Gous= 


lights and pleaſures, which we have ſo hotly purſued; but could never gain > * 


B 3, any. 


8... 


Y Tim 6, 3, 


Ev01Cuor. 


Luke 16. 2» 


Rev. 3. 17+ 


Luke 12, 43+ 


Mark 10s T7, 
18, ©. 


Mar, 9. 14: 
Luke 13. 24: 
Mark 16. 16, 
John 3. 18. 


x Pet.1.2425, 
1 John 2, 27. 
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any true comfort, or ſatisfaction from them : but contrarily they drown, - 


and p'unge us in delfiruQion, and perdition. | | 

2. What if God ſhould call thee to an account in that preſent Race, 
ard poſture in which thou now art? This muſt certainly be called for ; 
and the time is at hand, when thou muſi be no longer Steward 3 when 
thou muff give a firi& account, , what thou haſt done with each Talent, 
wherewith thou haſt been truſted : - how thou haſt ſpent thy time, and 
fiate, and ſirength, and gifts: what progrcſs thou haſt made in this oxe 
neceſſary thing. O let the conſcience of thy negligence hitherto, and of 
thy preſent poverty, blindneſs, and nakednels (fo occalioncd ) move 
thee to conſider, how thou maiſt provide for that great account, that 
thou maiſt give it with joy, and not with grief. 

3. Conſider thy happineſs, if when the Lord comes, he find, thee fo 
employed. Then ſhalt thou be bleſſed ; as our Saviour promileth, / 
But with what face wilt thou look upon him, if his coming find thee 
idle, as to this one thing, and only buſied in worldly employments, or 
poſſibly in the ſervice of Satan, and Sin ? | | 

4+ Conſider, that none of thoſe other many things, which have been 
ſo cagerly ſought aſter ( how ever glorious in the eyes of the world, or 
in thy own deceived judgement ) can ſtcad thee at all in that day, if 
thop wanteſt this. 

That man whoſe attainments were fo conſiderable, and the care of 
his converſation ſo exact, that our Saviour is faid to love him, who alſo 
had great poſſlions : yet could not with all theſe come into a capacity 
of Heaven and Eternal Life, for want of this. O, how many, other- 
wiſe compleat mcn, come ſhort of Heaven, for lack of this ? Can any 
man perſwade his own reaſon, that Wealth, Honour, &e. or any of 
thoſe Excelſa mundi, thoſe ſo much admired things of the World can 
intitle him to Heaven ? or that his wit, parts, learning, or carnal wiſ- 
dom can make him acceptable in the ſight of God ? or that his moral 
and innocent deportment among mgn, ſhould procure his everlaſting 
happineſs without this oze thing ? Surely then no Rich, nor Prudent, 
nor meerly Moral man ſhould ever come into Hell. Then ſhould Heaven 
and Eternal Glory be as obvious to Pagans, Turks, and- other Infidels, 
as to true Believers. Then had our Saviour in vain told his Diſciples, 
that the way to Heaven was fo ſtrait, that there be but few that find it 
and that many ſhall ftrive to enter in, aud ſhall not be able : in vain had 
he ſaid, that be who believeth not, 3s condemned, | 

5. Conſider, that this oze is the ozly thing which ſhall never fail, when 
all the glogy of the World ſhall paſs away : when the friendſhip of the 
world ſhall fiand thee in no fiead. But of this afterwards. 

Having now done with the firſt part of the Text, viz. our Saviours 
Admonition to Martha ; we come to ſpeak of theſecond part, vis. the 
Commendation of Mary. Where we (hall confidex, | 


1» The 


* Mary's | Cboice. 
1+ The Party commended, Mary. ; 
2. The thing for which ſhe is commended, viz. becauſe ſhe made 
choice of that good part, &c. 
I. The Party commended is deſcribed, 
z. In the Text, by her Name, Mary. | 
2. The Context compared with ſome other places, that make menti- 
on of her, will give us fome light concerning her condition. 
1- Mary is a Name renowned in Scripture. No one Name affords 
more plenty of good Souls regiſtred in holy writ, than this. There 
we read of many and excellent Mary's. | 
1- Mary, or Miriam (all is one) the Siſter of Moſer: who was ,. . _ 
inſtrumental in bringing the Iſraelites out c f Egypt 3 and was mott ative x,q. ae 
in praiſing God for that deliverance. 
2. Mary the Mother of our Lord, ſaluted by the Ange), the favorite Luke x. 28. 
of Heaven, and bleſſed among Women; of the Blood Royal, of the 
houſe of David ; admirably devout; a great hoarder of heavenly trea- verſe 46, &4, 
ſure ; ſhe abode by the Lord at his Death, and with his Church after >. LO 


his Aſcention 3; was much vers'd in AﬀiCtion, &c. as was foretold by Ate <_ 
holy Simeon. Luke 2. 35, 
3- This Mary in the Text; of whom hereafter. It is vulgarly 
taken for 


granted ( eſpeciaily in the Church of Rome } that this Mary, and Mary Mazdales are both one, and alſo 
the ſame with that Woman, Luke 7.39 who was a ſinner, Burt this opmion js vehemently oppoſed; 
and retared by diverſe learned men amongtt them, eſpecially by Faber Staprlenſ. and od Clifouius, 
and fince by the Jeſuit Saimcoror, in Luc. 7. of which fee an account in Gerh« Harm. c, 143- Alſo Vid. 
Lyſcr. Har, c. 58. Zaifen. Co10, Evarg. c. 55, Camerar. im Fohn 11.1. 


' 4+ Mary Magdalen, out of whom Chriſt caft ſeven Devils, Luk. 8: 2. 
A zealous follower of Chritt, and who adminiitred tohim of her ſub- 
ſtance, Lk. 8. 2. Diligent in attending upon the Croſs, and Sepulcher 
of Chriſt, Mat. 27. 56, 61. and 28. 1. Mar. 15. 47- To whom our $a- 
viour firſt appearcd atter his Reſurrection, Fob. 20. 14+ which ſhe alſo, 
by his appointment, carcfully reports io his Diſciples, Verf. 18. | | 
5. Marythe Mother of Fames and Foſes 3 who with The fGty-and 
6. Mary the Wife of Cleopbas, waited upon the Crofs of Chrift, Gth Moy's | 
( and doubtleſs were alſo of thoſe that prepared Spices and Ointments _ _ _— 
to anoint his Body, Mar. 16. 1. Luk. 24-1.) Mat. 27. 56. Fob. 19. 25, fame by ao 
£4), 143, and Gerh, Harm, de Refur. cad. 1. St, Hieron, 1s uncertain, Contr, Helv. cap. 7. & an —= 
But oh. 19, 25. They arediſtintt in moſt Greek Copies, as at in our Tranſlation, and Lat, Arab, and 
Eth. more clearly in the $yria:k , and Perſian, by a copia, So likewiſe doth Arcters render it. . 
k 
7. Mary the Mother of Fohn Mark 3 whoſe Houſe F:s the recepta- 
cle of the Church, Ad. 12. 12  _ 
8. Another Mary is mentioned by St. Paul, with this commendation ; 
that ſhe beftowed much labour upon the Saints, Rom. 16:6 


So 


—_ 


-hoice. 


Mary's 

Sn many gracious and excellent Women we find in Scripture called by 
th's Nimme. k * a. 

+. Asfor her condition : ſhe is is here ſzid to be the Silter of Laza- 
rus and Marths ( compared with F h. 11.) How religioully affect: d 
ſhe w.5, appears by this Context, She is fuppoled to be of Noble ex- 
exaction; and it is manifchi by this place, that they were very wealthy, 
by thcir liberal and frequent entertainment of Cnxilt and his Dilſciplcs, 
and by the great and fudden proviſion they made for him, which at this 
| tine filled Martha's hands fo full of butineſs. And tt,at they were of 
Ca!:', Lyſer, ffecial note, may appear by the great concourle of fo many of the Jews, 
Faſt. &&. who came in to: comfort the two Silttrs, at the Death of Lazarus, 
bay cy Fob, 11. 19. How much ſhe was in favour with Chriit, and bcluved by 

him, #ppeartd by his frequent viſits, and turning in thither. 


—Rarz fu- It hath ever been accounted rare, to find fo much devo ion, and re- 
mant felicibus Jigious care in Perſons that are Rich, Great, and Eminent in the World. 
AZ. But we here {ce this Mary fo carctul of her Souls bens tit, thar ſhe caſts 


off all other buſineſs, to attend only on this ove, fitting at Jclus feet to 
hear his Word. 
Our Saviour faith, That s Rich man ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdom 
Mat.19-23;24- of Heaven : and that it is eafier for a Camel to go through the eye of a 
Needle, &c. And veaily there is great reaſon why 1 muti be lg. Since 
1 Tim. 6-9. Rich men of all others are moſt expoſed to temptations, and (nares, 
Mat 13- ** There is a dcccitfulneſs in Riches, which meeting with a deceitful, and 
deſperately wicked heart eczfily prevails, to make ſuch a man inftrumen- 
tal to undo both himſelf and others. For, 
| Certe enim 1. He hath power to execute, what ever his naughty heart dclircs to 
multa peccata do. ®ujcquid libet, licet. Hz ſcorns to be controlPd, P/al. 12. 4. 
videntur ad who have laid, With our tongue we will prevail, who is Lord over us? We 
Cn bave power in our hand, to enforce obedience to oxr Orders: if we ſay it, 
enim plus ho dare gainſay it ? Their Motto is, Sic volo, fic jubeo : and who may 
agunt, & Cdifpute their commands? They have encugh to maintain their Pride 
plus Wy, practiſe their Vices 3 to gratific the Fleſh to trample under foot their 
; 1px vo reprovers, and remove out of the way, what ever may give check to 
res familiaris their proceedings. What care they for the Law and C:nmands of 
ampla ; dif- God ? They are reſolved to break thoſe bonds in funder, and caſt away 
. kicile eſt, ut thoſe cords from them. 
192 Login 1. _ When the Prophet Feremy had conſidered the (ate of Feruſalem, and 
| 2 mn Avg. faw the Commonalty fo rude and incorrigible he impured it to their Po- 
inPlal. 132. verty, which for want of breeding, and converſe with the more civil 
Pſalm. 2.3. and refined ſort of men, rendred them utterly ignorant of , and unac- 
Jer. 5- 5- quainted with the waies of the Lord. But he hoped to find ſome better 
entertainment of his errand among the great ones : who by reaſon of 
their advantage of education, and converle, &c. could not be ignorant 
of ſuch things as they were moſt concerned to know. But theſe ( ſaith 
he ) have altogether broken the yoke, and buift the bonds. They were 
| gh grown 


Jer. 17: 9: 


Mary's Choe. It, 
grown ſuch ſons of. Beljal ( a5 they faid of Nabal, 1 Sam, 25.17.) that B:{ali.c.bſq; 
he could not ſpeak to them. Men that could: not endure the yoke of any m9, Oy 
wholſome Law or diſcifline-z or the curb of a Reproof, or Admonition, De; abjecen 


; : LE. ſerviturem. 
Hier. lib. 2. in Eph. 4. He derives it irom 173 ablq; and Wako) jugum. 


2. But as they Have power to do what they liſt 3 fo they want not 
friends to juſtifie their miſdoings; nor fordid flatterers to footh/them in 
their wickedneſs, nor companions to excite, and provoke them to evil z 
nor infiruments to gratific their luſts, and a& their pleaſure. 

3» Thcy are out of the reach of thoſe, that cordially dchire their re- 
formation. Inferiours, are difdained 3 and their faithful Paſtors ( who m6. ;;, r7, 
fiand charged with the. care of their Souls, and at whoſe hands their 
blood will be required, if they connive at their fins ) if they diſcharge Ezek. 3. 18. 
their duty, are ſure to meet with ſuch entertainment, as the Prophets Amos 5. ro. 
of old had, viz. hatred, contempt, contumelie, and perſecution. Theſe Jer. 18. 18, 
arc ſuch, as neither fearing God, nor regarding man, dare fay to the Wo 
Prophets, Propheſie not unto us right things z ſpeak unto us ſmooth things,&c. aChroms _ 
Get you out of the way, &c: Cauſe the holy one of Iſrael to ceaſe from be- Jer. 11.21, 
fore us, Ia. 30. 10, 11- | | 

But what ipeak | of ſuch wicked perſons, whoſe tranſgreſſjons declare 
them ſuch as have not the. fear of God before their eyes 3 when Riches and Plalm 6, 1. 
worldly advantages have ſuch a bad influence upon the beſt hearts, being 
ſuch incentives to their remaining corruptions ? Even David was t00 pſa!m 50. 6. 
prone to be exalted in his proſperity, and upon account of his greatneſs Read the like 
did greatly offend; as is diverſly recorded inhis ſtory. It is a rare of Htkeh. 
thing to find proſperity humble, or devout. Men grow too careleſs of * Chreds = 
Heaven, when they have ſo much treaſure laid up on Earth. Beſides, ya. £26 ; 
it is the unhappinels of rich men ( though they be good ) that either 20, 2.1, 
they have none to reprove them or elſe through paſſion, and height of 
Spirit ( in conceit of their diftance ) they cannot, or . will not bear a 
reproof, If Feſurun wax fat, he will kick. Well therefore might the De. ;2, rg. 
Apofile conclude; not many ( Rich or ) mighty men of power, nor, 1 Cor, z. 26, 
Noble ( or well-born ) are called. | : _— 


Uſe 1. 


Oh what necd then have great and rich men to keep their hearts with 
all diligence, that they be not enſnared with the deceitfulnels of Riches, 
ſo as to negle& their bexter part? St. Pant well knew their danger, when he 
required Timothy to charge them, That they be not high minged nor truſt in ; Tim. 6, 
uncertain Riches, &C. Byt to lay up for themſelves a good foundation for the 19, oc. 
time to come, laying bold on Eternal Life. According to this, is our Savi- 
ours ferious admonition's Makg ta your ſelves friends of the Memmon of Luke 16. 9. 
unrighteouſueſs, that when you fail, they may receive you into everlaſting 

C _- habitationss 


Prov. 4. 23, 


Mary's Choice. 


habitatianz: He texcheth howto make the beſt advantage of the unrighte- 
ous Mammon 3 and to convert thoſe occaſions of- fin to.contrary purpoſe 3 
that the good uſe of our Riches may procure.us friends and-favour,when 
we ſhall fiand in greatcſi need. 


Uſe 2. 


Nevertheleſs, though there be but few great and Rich men, that mind 
the things of God, and make a right uſe of their worldly advantages : 
yet ( bleſſcd be God _) there are ſome ſuch. And O how are ſuch men 
bound to praiſe God, and we for them ! that he hath given them ( to- 
gether with their Riches and Honour _) an holy, humble, tractable, 
gracious Spirit, truly dcfirous toſferve him, improving each opportunity 
( as Mary here) for the advancement of their everlaſting Salvation : 
preferring in their moſt deliberate choice this oxe thing neceſſary, before 

| all the pleaſures, and treafures in the World. Whole Riches arc helps 
Feb. 13.16. fo fruitfulneſs in works of mercy 3 who forges not to ds good, and to com- 
| nunicate, knowing that with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
_ - Oh how. lovely, and pleaſant a thing is it, to fee a great and Noble 
Perſon ſcrious and devout in the ſervice of God ? Who with Royal Ho- 
ly David hath learned to prefer the true and fincere ſerving of God be- 
fore all his Riches and Honours;and to (ct more by the divine favour,than 
Pſalm. 4 6 7- all that good, which worldlings fo bufily enquire after, yea, than Life 
63.3. jt ſelf. Therefore with-that religious King, he will not converfe with 
Pſa. 26. _ * vain perſons, but caſheers all wicked company, that he may attend upon ' 
Phat | y ” gay heavenly employments : eſteeming him only bl fled, Who walks mot in 
the counſel of the ungodly, nor ſtands in the way of ſinners, nor fits in the 
ſeat of the ſcornfnl , but delights in the Law of God, and makes is bis con- 
tinual meditation. Such are blcfſed men indeed : who, as they provide 
well-for their own ſure peace and comfort 3 © {o are they publick bleffings 
to al their Relations, and to whomſoever elfe have the happineſs : of 
converſe with them :; whilſi the light of the holy converſation becomes 
more conſpicuous, and (o more cxemplary, by the advantage of that 
height wherein Providence hath placed them. Like benigne Planets, 
their influence cheareth all within their reach. How uſcful are ſuch men 
| both to Church and Common- weakh ? They ſtudy the proſperity of $92, 
Pfa)m 137-5 which they prefer before their chick joy. And their care is with Fob to 
Job 31-16. gratifie the detire, and'an{wer the hope of the needy; to feed the hin- 
gry, and cloath the naked,” &*c. ' Theſe mens pratice, ' and. privikedges 
yon may ſee lively deſcribed, Pſal. 112. per totum. 
Hitherto we have conſidered the party thus deſcribed. It remains to 
ſpeak of the Thing, for which the is commented: : Where. we-have, -: - 
1. Her AQ, i£6aiZa7o, fhe barb choſen ft SO 5 ny 0 
2+ The ObjeR, or thing choſtn, '7M dyaSiv weida, thaygud parts 
F.. For the firſt ; Choice fuppeſeth two. os more things, - or- waics pro- 
| | poſed 


PL. 1 19-14,72» 


Mary's ( boice. 13 
poſed to a mans difcretior, of which he takes that which pleafeth him 
beſt, The rational man can prefer nothing in choice, bue ſab raticne Electio oft 
b1ni;, and would not miſs in it, if the r:&icude of the judgement were ——= _— 
n2t vitiated. As ſome dittcmpered Bodies refuſe good mear, to feed on * 
Aſhes, Coals, or Gravel ;: which 15 not properly the fault of the App:- 
rite, but occaſioned by the prevailing dittemper. The Iſraelites guided 
by their Lult, loathed Ma, and luſted after the Flecſh- pots, and the 
Oaions, and Garlick of Egypt, Yca, even gracious fouls, through mi- 
tiake, do oft miſchooſc. Thus Lot beholding the pleafantneſs of tive 
plain of Fordun, choſe Sodom for his Hubitation. Gen.13 9%, 

God puts man to his choice: heſcts him, as it were in Bivio ( as the 
Antients feigned of Hercules) to chooſe which way he pleateth. Se, Det 39 15. 
T have ſct before thee this day, Life and Good, and Death and E:iil. Hzre 
men make a different choice, as they ftand aff, &<d. 

1. Thoſe that fear Gd, and coalult their own eternal welfare ,choofe 
thc good, and refuſe the evil. Sucly was David's choicez I had rather iam £4. 19. 
{ faith he) be @ door-keeper in the houſe of my God, &c. How oft doth he 
record this choice in Pſalm 119 ? which thews how exccedingly he was "Tm 20, 
pleaſed with it, and with the very thoughts of it. S.ach-was Myers 2 
choice: who being adopted by Pharaoh's Diughter and H.ir, that had & -latkd: ; 
deligned him for her Heir, and Succeſſor to the Kingdom ( if we may 79/ph- Artir. 
believe Foſephus ) yet refuſed all that Honour, and grandeur, and the Jud, 1. 24.5, 
2ppendant Riches and Pleaſures, to embrace the hardeſt lot of the peo- 14.1. 15; 24. 
ple of God, AfﬀiQion and Whproach 3 having reſpe& unto the ( «#- 253 Gs 
F4To\o7i ) recompence of reward. This was the commendation of 
thoſe Eunuchs, Iſa. 56. 4+. that they did chooſe the things that pleaſed 
God : let men be pleaſed or diſpleaſed. | 

2. But the wicked hate knowledge, and do not chooſe the fear of the Prov. 1.22429: 
Lord. They do evil before his eyes, and chooſe that, wherein he de- Ua. 55 12. 
lIighteth not : but chooſe gheir own waies, and their ſoul delighteth in 06G 
their abominations. One would think it was impoſſible, that men in 
their wits ſhould refuſe everlatting Happineſs, for momentary and finfyl = 
pleaſures ; but our daily experience makes it manifcli, Therefore the —_ = = 
Scripture juſtly calls ſuch men Fools, Bruits, and mad men, &c. who qr. 16. 
wilfully refuſe the paths of life, and deſperately ruſh upon their ever- Pſalm 94. 8+ 
laſting ruine. h Jude 10. 

But God gives more grace to his children z who following the guid- 
ance of his Spirit, with Mzry make choice of this good pars upon belt 
conlideration ; For, | $0 | 
' 1, They are ſenſible of their own need. They know they are ſick, Mat. 5. 12- 
and ſtand in need of Medicine; weak, and need ſupport : they know Pt 199-2426: 
they arc wretched and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked ; and Rev. 3- 17>5- 
therefore make haſt to. Chriſt for ſpiritual riches, and heavenly grece 
(whereof he hath an incxhauſtible fore, Foh. 1. 16... Epbeſe 3:8. ) to 
- £nrich them, z for eye-ſalve of divine knowledge ( from his plenitude, 
SEEN C 2 Col. 2.2, 3+ 


Num. 115.6, 


Plalm 119.13, 


lil 


Eph. x 17218. Col.2.2,3.)to illuminate them 3 for the robe of his righteouſneſs,to cover 


Ph7. 3. 9. 


Epheſ. 4 2.4: 


2 Pet. I 4+ 


Mic. 6. 5- 
Gal. 5. 25+ 
Row. 8.1. 


and 6. 4+ 
Palm 84: 10+ 


Pfa.119-14572- 
Pail. 3+ 75 8. 


Mat. 1344546: 


H-b. 12. 14 


Mar. 5. 8. 


Pſ.15. and 24+ 


Heb. 2. 3» 


Prove I. 245 


Ifa. 65-2. 


AQs 13 46. 


Job 21, 14 


Pſalm 50, 17+ inftead whereof they chooſe their own waits, and theirſout JetightetHin 


ny 
Mary's (hore. 


their nakcdneſs. Neceflity enforceth them(as the Prodigal, Luk 15.17,&c.) 
to go to him for reliet > who ſo lovingly invites them, Mat. 11. 25. and 
15 ready ecbvtis wInis, with ſpread arms to embrace therm. Thercfore 


' they retuſe the evil, and chooſe the good, ſeeing the inevitable defiruti- 


on in the one, and aſſared comfort in the other. 

2. They ſee and acknowledge the glorious excellency of holineſs, and 
heavenly practiſe : how excellent it is im it ſelf; being the lively Image 
of the moſt holy God ; whereby they are made partakers of the divine 
nature. As alſo the {weetnels and comfort of its exerciſe : whereby they 
have communion with God, converting and walking with him ( as 
Enoch and Noah did, Gen. 5. 22. and 6. 9.) in and after the Spirit, in 
newveſs of Life, having their converſation in Heaven, Phil. 3. 20; As 
Children of Light, Epheſc 5. 8. David {ceing this, prefers one day fo 
ſpent before a thoutand otherwiſe. Indeed one hours fweet enjoyment 
of God, gives the Soul more ſatisfa&tion, than all the pleaſures of the 
world can give: and is therefore to be choſen rather than all Riches. 
Chriſt alone (who is only thus enjoyed) 1s to be preferred before all gain. 
And every wife Mzrchant, who trades for Heaven, will fell all, co pur- 
chaſe this Pear). ; 

To enlarge upon this Subje&, would foon exceed the intended limits 
of this Diſcourſe. Therefore I ſhall only intimate this further : that the 
way of holineſs 1s the high way to evgglafiing happineſs ( which is but 
Holineſs perfected in Glory) For rith@8Fhelineſi no man ſhall ever ſte God : 
fince that beatitical Viſion 1s reſerved tor them only,who are pure in beart, 
and Lite. A | 


Uſe 1. 


O'" then,how il] do thoſe men provide for their immortal Souls z who 
either wilfully refuſe what Mary choſe ; or make a bad choice of ſuch 


"things, as arc cither hustful, or at leaſt unprofitable 3 or that only pre- 


tend to make this good choice, but donot 3 or that relinquiſh ( after 
ſuch profetlion) what they ſremed to chooſe ? 

1. How many are there, - who enjoy the precious opportunities of this 
Word, fo conltantly Preached amongtt them, and yet weglcd fo great ſal- 
vation > making light of the Lords earneſt invitation (as thoſe recuſants, 
Mat. 22. 5.) whorcfulſe, when he calls, and when he firetcheth forth 
his hand, regard it not ; who fet at nought all his counſcl, and will 
none of his reproof 3 but hate knowledge, and will not chooſe the fear 
of the Lord ? Theſe men put away the Word of God from them z there- 
by declaring that they judge themſelves unworthy of Eternal Life : 
whilſt they even {ay unto God, Depart from ns, for we defire nor tht know- 
ledge of thy waier. Hating inftruQtion they caft Gods Word behindthem ; 


their 
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Mary's Choice. 


their abominations 3 ' whereby they provoke God to chooſe their delufi- 
ons. And even as they delight not to retain the knowledge of God in 
\ their minds, it pleafeth him to give them over to a reprobate mind, to 
do thoſe things which are moſt unfecmly and unhandfome, and quite 
contrary to all decency and duty. 

Thus it fares likewiſe with them, who (in reference to Religion) gad 
about to change their way, wi: the Idolatrous Iſraelites, chooling new 
Gods, new opinions, and fancies: JYho having itching ears, heap to 
themſelves teackers after their own luſts 5 and whilli they give ear to thoſe 
ſeducing Spirits, which bewitch them, they depart from the Faith, and 
db not cbey the Truth. For not receiving the love of it, they will not 
believe it, but take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſsg. Whercfore God in jult 
judgement ſends them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe a Lie 3 
and gives them up to uncleanneſs, through the luſts of their own hearts ; Yea, 
they give themſelves over to Liſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with greedi- 
eſe, Thus they receive a jult reward of their ſlighting this god part, 
. and negleding ſo great ſalvation. ; 

2+ And although fome 'of theſe wilfull refuſers do eſcape theſe groſs 
debaucherics;z yet they are fo farleft to themſelves, as ( with Demas, 
2 Tim. 4. 10. ) to embrzce this preſent World, which lieth wholly in 
wickednels, and can afford -no better thing than Luſtand Pride; to 
which whilſt they conform themſclves, they periſh with that periſhing 
cheat. For as its form,and outward appearance (it being nothing more) 
even all its porrp and glory periſheth, and pafſeth away, withereth,fadeth, 
and vaniſheth 3 fo doth the worldlings hope, and expectation, even his 
inward thoughts, his plots, dcſigns, and projets to perpetuate his Name 
and Inheritance in his poſterity. So that whilii chey refuſe this oxe thing 
neceſſzry, they make chuice of ſuch things, as are either deftructive or 
unprofitable. bhp 

3. N-ither can they eſcape this reproof, who only pret:nd to make 
choice of this good part, but do not. Who have a Form, aid appearance 
of godlineſs, but deny the power thereof. They have a figure, or ſhape of 
holineſs, but not the ſubſtance and cence; uting it only as a Vizard or 
Mask to cover their ſhameful deformities. Our Saviour compares them 
to paintcd Sepulchres, which are gloriovſly gilded on the outfide, but in- 
wardly are full of all uncleanneſs. Such feign themſclves juſt men (as 
Luk. 20. 20.) and boaſt with that' Phariſee ( Lak, 18. 11, 12.) that 
they arc holier than others, juſtifying themſelves before men 3 bur! God 
knoweth their hearts 3; how far they are from him, when they draw near, 
and flatter him with thcir Lips, and lie unto him with their Tongues, 
compaſling him-about with their lies, but their heart is not righrwich 
him, For in it have-they fet up their Idols 3. therefore the Lord will not 
be enquired of by them 3 but will anſwer them according/to the'miulti- 
tude of their Idols, and not according to their * pretence.” '' Ty the day 


when God: ſhall judge the ſecrets of men; and bring to tight the bidden things © 
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1 Cor-4-5- of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of their bearts, and render to 
evey man according, to bis works 3 then ſhall theſe pretendets be fent away 

Mar. 7. 23- with a Nun 10vi ves, 1 krtow you not, depart from me, ye workers of iniquity. 
4. But how dammablec then is the cond:tion of thole, that have tcemed 

| Rel:gious and devout, pretending to chooſe the better part 3 but after all 

Pal. 78. 57. their flouriſhes have Garted alide like a deceitful Bow, and wickedly de- 
and 18. 21. g.:ted from their God 3, returning, with the Dog to his vomiting again, 

> Per. 2-22* and with the Sow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire. What- 
ever theſe have ſeemed, or pretended to bez, they may have had forne 
flight ralt of the heavenly gift, and of the good Word of God, and of 
the powers of the World to come 3 not only their underltandings being 
enlightned, but their affc&ions alſo moved, like thyſe Temporarics, 
be. ered ( Mat. 13. 20. Mar 4. 16.) who immcdiately receive the Word witn 
_— joy, noue mor? forward, nor ſooner cloſe with it than they : but they 
Rev. 22. 19. ncver had any deep tali of that heavenly ſweetnels, which the-Lord 


Plaim IP W. voucififes his beloved ( Cant. 5.1,) to whom he gives large draughts of 
and 63.5. 


por a with unſpeakablejoy. They have never attained that which holy David 


| ſo p:[lionately commends, ( Pſal. 34. 8.) and admires (P/2!. 119.103.) 
x Pet. 2.3. nor have they really experienced how gracious the Lord is. . 

Let not this be Interprered tothe prejudice or diſcouragement of any 

poor (oul, that hath fincertly made choice of the Lord Jeſus as his Por- 

Phil. 3.8, tion, <ticeming all things ſhoxt of him as dung and droſs in compariſon of 

Pſal. 42.1. him; who pants after him, as the Hart panteth after the water Brooks, and 


Hb, 6. = 5. 


& 119-38,13t. Jongs for his Commandments,and is devoted to his. fear; Though he yet 


hath not attained ſuch fatisfaQtory perceptions and expericnce of the 

divine favour, as to keep his love-fick heart from fainting, when the þe- 

loved withdraws himſclf,and cannot be found upim diligent ſearch, &c. Thoſe 

conſolations arc oft delayed, and this good Wine is reſerved for the laſt; 

Pal. 31.19, this great goodneſs is laid up for all ſuch as fear God, though they for 
ſome time neither ſce nor fcel it, He knows ( though they donot) the 

Jer. 29.11. thoughts of Peace, that he thinketh cowards them, and will manitcti 
in his due time. / 

But theſe who are here apprehendcd, are fuch as never had any real 
kungring, or thirſting after Righteouſncls : but have only for low ends 
ſeemed to comply with the Goſpel, and have taken up only a form of 

Pf, 106.21, 24, Godlineſs, Therefore it is no marvel, that they ſoon forget God their 
- Saviour, and defpife the promited Inheritance, luſting aftex their former 

Flcſhpots, and: preferring the Onions and Garlick of Egypt, before the 

Milk and Honey of Canaan. Having taken a few ſieps out of Sodom, 

the remembrance of their former pleaſures, there prevails upon them to 

Heb. 10. 39. _ back ( but as it was with Lo ry on 19. 26, Huber own. 
perdition.. Their gloxiqus building had no better than. a ſandy Founder 

7: tion 3 - therefore when the rain,; and floods, -and. wind [bear Opie, it 
Luk. 11:25,26, Mult needs fall, Their blaze goes out in ſtinking; (nuff, their latter end be- 
ey ing worſe than the beginning. | _ Ut 2s 


Cant.5.6, &c. 


his Grace and favour. to their tull ſatisfaction, rep!ienithing their hearts 
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Surely then it highly concerns every man to examine himſelf, whether 
he hath made a ſerious choice with Mary of this good part. If we have 
done ſo indeed, not deceiving our ſelves, 

1. We hall earneſtly defire,and long to enjoy what we have fo choſen 
( as was faid before .) our ſouls will thirft for God, for the living God, Pal. 42. r, 2. 
and cry out with holy David, When ſhall T come and appear before God ? 

And,O when wilt thou come unto me ?. So did that gracious ſoul long after and 101. 2. 
the Ordinances of God ( wherein only he could enjoy him, whom he 

ſodearly loved _) that he opened his mouth and panted, longing fox his Pial. 119.138. 
Commandments : like one that had run himfelf ont of breath, in purſuit 
of what he paſſionately defireth, and ſtands in greateft need of, ſo that 
he even breaks his heart with vehernent ſiriving to obtajniit. The long-' 
ing ſoul cannot be without this oxe neceſſary thing : it cannot brook de- 
lays, but preſſeth upon the Lord. How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, Pal. 13, r. 
for ever * How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? How long ſhall The Quamaiu, 
put off from day today ? Why not now, 'Lord ? faid St. Auguſtin, after c—_— 
the Lord had opened his eyes to diſcover, and his heart to chooſe and: ;@ ron mode 
defire this one thing. This choice can not ſtand with a careleſs indifferency. Quare non 

2. Weſhall diligently and folicitouſly enguire after, and make uſe of hc hora ? 
all means fo obtzin it. That eagcr defire, even now mentioned, will en- = cony 
force carncfineſs in Prayer, attentiveneſs. in Hearing, ſtudiouſnefs in =" 
Reading, feriouſnefs in Mcditatiqn, Al! oxr delight will be in the Law of Pfa'. 1. 2. 
the Lord, 'and in bis Law we ſhall meditate day aud nizhi, How ſweet 
wil! the glad tidings of Salvation be to: the longing Soul? How com- 
fortable to hear of juy and gladnefs, and that Peace of God which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, and all thee {weet breathings of the Holy Ghotti in the Mar 7. 7. 
Goſpel of Salvation ? And theſe arc. the requeſts of thoſe only, that. ask, Prov. 2+3,0c. 
and (ſeek, and knock. This hid treaſure cannot be found, but by moſi A 0. 4. 
diligent fearch. It is the diligent hang, that brings in this riches. * He as 
that would partake of thefe joys, mufi not be weary, nor faint in his g., Ry” 
mind, nor ſlack or take off his hand, but perfiſt with all perfeverance, 
even to the laſt gaſp, waiting ( with good Facob) for this Salvation. Þ+Þ 23. 12. 

3. Such as choofe this good part, will eftecm it according to its worth, brow: $. 1% 
They wilt  an'higher price upon it,” thati any worldly treaſure, Thus » ,. bhp 
F-b preſerret it betore his neceſfary Food 3 Davie betbre alt Riches 3 $o- laws apex de« | 
loman accounts it better than Rubies, and” that aff the things that can be &riwz, cc. in 
detired, arc not to be compared'to it. ,' Such a price id St. Pay fer up- Fay o_ 
on Chrift ('who is the ſubliance of the Goſpel, *1 Cor: 1.23.) that he a 3 _— 
accounted all things but lofs,and no better than * Diing (er Dogs meat) optarim vive= 
that he might win Chrift. This made Luther,lay, That one 7r4/8 of the te + At cum} 
Ird was more worth 1han Heaven and Earth ang that he wou! "Hot wiſh verdo etiam in 
to live in Paradife without the Word 3 but" with {tf Ke *eofita Yive in Beth porno act 
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Mary's Choice. 


it ſelf. A firange Hyperbole, but an expreſs evidence of his exceeding 
great affection to it. * 

4+ This choice is ever attended with great care, that we come not 
ſhort of that which we have choſen. Let ws fear ( faith the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 4. 1+) left any come ſhort, or be caft behind ( as he that ſets in vige- 
rouſly to run the Race, but fails before he reach the Goal ). And again, 
we ought abundantly to heed, that we ſpill not,or ſhed the things which 


, we have heard, -Heb. 2. 1+ AS. a riven Veſſe] which lofeth the liquor pour- 


ed intoit. This is that which St. Fobn adviſethsz. Look to' your ſelves, 
that we loſe not the things, which we bave wrought, but that we may receive 
a full reward, Such was that admonition to the Church of JThiatira : 


That which ye bave already bold faſt. He that is ſerious in his choice, will 


( with St. Paul.)  firetch forth to thoſe things, which are yet before, and 
preſs towards the mark, ( or (cope ) for the Prize, and grow yet more 
vigorous in the purſuit. The righteows ſhall bold on bis way, and be tht 
bath clean bands, ſhall add ſtrength. 

Thus it appears, that nocarcleſs or ſloathful perſons, who ſet light by 
the Word of God or ſuch as negle@ it 3 or prefer the World before it 
or that grudge to be at colt or pains to attend upon it, can be ſaid to 
make choice with Mary of this good part. 


Uſe 3. 


Let us therefore take care, that Mary's Choice may be ours 3 conſfi- 


dcring, what hath heen ſaid before, our great neceſſity of it, and the 


great benefit and comfort it brings with-it. If we refuſe, we are undone 
for ever 3 whilſt we wilfully negle&, and reje& everlaſting Happineſs, 
for the love of romentary, vain, and ſinful pleaſures. 

Behold the Lord hath brought thee before the two Mounts, Gerizim, 
and Ebal ; ſetting before thee this day Bleſſing and Curling, Life and 
Good, Death and Evil. Thou haſt thy choice : confider what thou haſt 
to do, whether thou wilt Live or Die Eternally. Do not delay the Lord, 
weary not his patience z turn not this Grace of God into laſciviouſneſs; 
Deſpiſe not the riches of his goodneſs, forbearance, and long-ſuffering, not 
knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee 20 Repentance. Take beed 
ow, leſt there be in thee an evil beart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. Hear bis voice, while it is called to day, left you be further 
bardued through the gs jon .of fin- Now is the day of thy viſtation, 
take care to know it, and improve it.. This day is Salvation come to thine 
houſe ; open thy heart and entertain itÞ» Lay bold on Eternal Life, whilit 
the Lords band is ſtretched out all the day to offer it. Do not continue to walk, 
in thy evil way, after thine own thoughts z but turn to the Lord, that thow 
maift lives. Oo | 


Obje&. But perfiaps. thou' wilt ſay, How gladly would I make this 


_ choice?  butalas, L amfo opprefi with violence of Temptations, and 
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Mary's Choice. © _ 


overpowered by my awr vigorous corruptions 3 that-my- deſires are nipt 

io the bud,' and prove abortive : fo that Ifiil] come ſhore and fail of the 

attainment. Befides, I have no power in my (elf; fo much as to will, 

without Gods ſpecial Grace» And it is not of him that willeth, nor of rom. 9.16. 

him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy. But this is re- 

ſerved inthe ſecret of his own hidden counfel, unknown to mc. For 

| he hath mercy o# whom he will bave mercy, ' aud whom he will he hardenab. verſe 18, 
And who knoweth cither love or hatred, by all that is b:fore him ? Eccl:f 9 1, 

Reſp, Yet are we not upon any of theſe conſiderations, to be difcou- _.. 4 ea 
r:ged from this choice, As for that faying'in Ecclef. 9.1. it is not right- = wg ” . 
ly-applicd fo this caſe, ( though ſo much urged by the Papiſts, againſt 4 #4. ig 
the certitude of. Divine Grace) as our Divines have abundantly proved. Gerh.7on 3. de 
And letus further conſider,that God hath ſufficiently declared in his holy 7475. c. 4 
Word, how ſeriouſly he willeth, that we ſhoald chooſe and enjoy this '*&: 5: 
great bleſſing. Why do we obje& againſt our ſelves his ſecret counlel(which ney. 29.29 
belongeth not to us') and negle@ his revealed Will; wherein he doth af q 
ſure us by his Oath, that he hath #o pleaſure in the death of the wicked ; 
but rather that he ſhould trrn from his way and live ? And though the poſ- 
ſeſſion of this Salvation ( which is the end of our Faith, -and holy con- , p,,, , 
verſation ) be beyond the reach of any creatures merit z yet it is pur- Eph-F, 1. 14. 
chaſed to our hand, by the precious blood-of our Redeemer. And doth 11a. 55. 1. 
not the Lord freely offer it ? Doth he not wooe us to it, and beſeech us to 2 ©": = 
accept.of-it? Dot he not expoſiulate with thoſe that refuſe it ; why they res : pra "Y 
will dic, and not come to him that they might have Life : And gives all © E 6.39. 
afſurance, that thoſe who come unto him, he will in no wiſe caſt owt. Tf 
we deſpond in the ſenſe and apprehenſion of our own imbecillity, as not 2 Cor 3. 5. 
ſufficient of our ſelves, to think any thing as of our {elves ; Let us with- 
all conſider, that all our ſufficiency is of God, whoſe Grace is ſufficient 
for us, and who will perfe& his firength in wezkneſs. He will work all 12.9, 
our works in us -* without whom indeed we can do nothing, but may |. 
do all things by him ſtrengthening us. | | pH — 

And thit thou maift not think him long 3* he hath told thee, that he vhit. 4 12. 
will come quickly, and not tarry : yea, that now 1 the accepted time 3 Rev. 22. 12, 
now is the day of falvation':: Now, that he hath put it into thy heart to Few, "£0 
defire it, to pant after it, to ſeek it, and pray for it. For he never faid ow , be 
to the ſeed of Facob, that ' they ſhould ſeek his face in vain; but will Paim 145-29. 
fulfill the defire of them'that fear him: - he ' will /heer their cry, and will 
ſave them. Wo 000 OS” © | 

Now that we miy maitage this choice'aright, we muſt proceed by ſuch 
degrees, 4s reaſon diredts in every confiderable agt, where the under- 
ſtanding muſt perceive, the-Will begin, Pricdence dire,” and Conftancy 
perfe& the A&fori: SoitBhete, eons 2 . 

7: Take fofficient' = erirga the things ebjhiticnted tothy choice, 
that thof chooſe notblindfold; We neyet enjoy the'frut benefit and corh- 
fort of 'our choice, till we know the exctllenicy and*uft of it. Nor isit 
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Mary's (hoice. 
accounted of as Worſhip, when we Worſhip God ignorantly, as the Sa- 
maritans,” and Athenians did. He that knoweth not, walketh on in dark- 
eſs, end knoweth not whither be goeth. And God will not accept a blind 
ſacrifice 3 it is an abomination to him. 

2. The Will alſo muſt readily. cloſe with this diſcovery : For an un- 
willing choice, isno choice. A wicked man may choole'to a& in ſome 
things vertuovſly, for fear of the puniſhment, that attends the contrary 
practice, The Lord loves chearful obedience, when we grudge not our 
Duty, nor doit as of neceſfity, but willingly. It pleafeth him beſt,when 
the heart accompanies the work. A little with good will is accepted. 

3. Conſult, and deliberate ſeriouſly,by what means thou maiſt accom- 
plith thy defire and obtain this choice. In vain is a choice pretended, when 
the means is not attended. We can never hope,nor think to obtain this good 
part,but only in that way,and in the uſcof that means which God hath ap- 
pointed. In this caſc he hath ſo ordered, that the' Means ſhould partake of 
the nature of the End, Salvation is begun in Holineſs, which is the foun- 
dation of Happineſs, and the Earneſt, and Firft-fruits, and a Forc-talt of 
Heavens joy. Glory, Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life, and Peace 
(hall be rendred unto them, who ſeck for it, by patient continuance in-well 
doing. It is not idling at home, or following thy carnal pleafurcs, or 
looking after thy worldly occafions, when thou fhouldi be at Church in 
the ſolemn Worſhip of God, or in holy exerciſes in thy Family, or in 
thy Cloſet, which will bring thee into acquaintance with the Almighty. 
For the friendſhip of the world is enmity with God. And, if any man live 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. Therefore Mary having 


* made this choice of the End, ſhe likewiſe chooſeth the Means whereby 


it is obtained. 

4. Having thus deliberately pitched upon the way,. let there be a re- 
ſolute determination to enter upon it. Lay obligations upon thy ſoul to 
purſue this choice with all ſerious diligence.. Thus David having conſi- 
dercd that bleſſedneſs belongs only to thoſe that are uxdefiled in the way, 
who walk in tbe Law of the Lord,and that keep bis Teftimonies,and ſeek bim 
with their whole beart, and that it is Gods command, that we ſhould do 
ſo : he firaightway falls to Prayer, that his waics might be ſo dire&ed 
and in the reſi of, that devout Pſalm, he very frequently profeſſeth his re- 
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Currenti or Pugnenti, to him that 1unneth,or to him that ſiriveth(though 
without theſe, no conqueſt ) but to him that overcometh : As before, 
Trial 4+ 

Thus much concerning Mary's A& : She bath choſen. 

11. We are now to ſpeak of the Objec, or thiag choſen, viz. that 
go'd part which ſhall not be taken away from her. In which words the 
Objc& is deſcribed by two Prophecies: 1+ It is good. 2+ Durable, ſuch 
as ſhall not be taken away from ber. 

I. It is # dyavd weels, That good part. 

The vulgar Latin Tranſlation calls it Optimam partem, that beli part, 
as it is indeed, though the Original exprets it only in the poſitive degree, 
which yet doth import the ſuperlative,cailing it That good part xarT' £Zoxnv 
by way of excellency. 

We have before ſhewed how comprehenfive this #xe neceſſary thing is, 
having reſpe& both to the End, and Means whereby the End is attained. 

And in that means we did more cipecially confider Mary's prefent employ- 

ment ; which was to fitat Jelus Feer, and hear his Word, Her Eyes 5 x ws 
ard Ears did even hang upon his Lips, which were to her like. Lillies 926215 wr 

dropping ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe, ( Cant.5.13-) Horo ſweet were his words MIT yaus®” 
unto her taſt ? yea ſweeter than Honey to her miuth (Plal.119.103.) She ox —_ s 
fate down under bis ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to 1; Netore 7 
ber 1aſt, Cant. 2+ 3» | 

It is true: Hearing is but the Means to attain fome degrees of this 
good part. But it being fo conliderable a part of Mary's Choice, and 
her preſent employment, and an evidence of her choice of the ret; 
we ſhall confider, how good it is. 

Oae obſerves ( out of Sexeca, as he tells us) that all external things 44, 7 7152 
are propter corpus, for the Body, as Meat, Cloaths, &c. And that the Body is jet. 4ſunzr. 
is propter ſenſus, for the Senſes; that by corporal Organs we might 
perceive the wonderful works of God : and that the Senſes are proptey 
mentem, for the Mind, being ſubſervient to it : and the Mind (in which 
are the rational faculties of underſtanding and will ) is propter Deum 3 
that we may attain to heavenly knowledge, and divine wiſdom, ec. 

This alone were ſufficient to commend Hearing the Word of God, which 
tends to the perfecting of mans beſt part, and the obtaining of his ut- 
moſt End. But to ſpeak ſomething more largely of it ; Conſider that, 

1. It is the Mcans which God hath ordained, to tzrz mcn from darkneſs As 25. 18. 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, It chavgeth men from Roam. 12. 2. 
Sinners to Saints, from children of Wrath, to children of God, and Jehn 5. 25, 
Heirs of Heaven ; transforming them thus by the renewing of their E2"*': >: 7: 
mind, whereby they come to prove what is that good, «nd acceptable, ry 
and pcrfc& Will of God, It raiſcth from Decath to Life : fo were che nu mireſcers 
Epbefians quickned, who before were dead in treſpaſſcs and fins. It will poſſitzSi modo 
meeken and tame the hierceli nature ( as one (ard well of Learning ) uz pati- 
forcing the moſi Tyger-like, and Lion like hearts (as they feigned of \uiee aww 
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O:phcuss Harp) to lay afide their bruitiſh, and cruel nature, ard become 
tr-able. It is by the power of the Goſpel thus received, That the Welf 


ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lie dawn with the Kid, Sc. 


and a little Chiid fhall lead them. 

This is the Fire and Hammer, wherewith God breaks the Rocks (the 
ſtonjeli hearts) in pieces. It makes the flintyeft heart contrite and hum- 
ble, and to tremble at the Hearing of it : whereby it becomes tractablc, 
and dudtile,apt to receive divine impreſſions. Hence the Apoſile praileth 
God, who had ſo moulded the Romans, that they were delivered into 
that form or type of DoErine ( tor ſo it is in the Greek ) they were 
cait intothat mould, or received that ftamp. Surely that which hath 
ſuch an happy operation upon the heart, mult needs be good. 

2. It leads the way to every other Duty. We hear, that we may 
Jearn 3 and learn thatwe may praQtiſe,and do that which we have karned. 
It is from hence that we are turniſhed with meet ſubjects for meditation, 
and with direcicn in our Prayers to God. By this we are inliructed in 
our duty both tu Gud and man. For it is this Grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation, that teacheth ws to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luis, 
and to live ſ\bcrly, righteonſly, and godly in this preſent world. 

3+ It is therefore preferred betore other duties and employments. Mar- 
tha*s diligence in her careful and loving entertainment of Chrifi, is here 
{ct behind Mary's devotion in hearing his Word. To offcr ſacrifice was a 
neceſſzry duty under the Law. None mult appear before the Lord emp- 
ty, Yet when this is negle&ed, ſacrifice is not efteemed, but rather ab- 
horred. For to obey is better than ſacrifice + and #0 bearken, than the fat 
of Rams. But the ſa:rifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord. 
When n. en Jonot hearken to his Word, but reject it : to what purpolc 
is their bringing Incenſe from Sheba, &c, Their burnt-offerings are not 
acceptable, nor their ſacrifices ſweet.” The moſt acceptable ſacrifice is a 
broken ſpirit, and an hcart that trembles at Gods Word. What ever 
men pretend in religious ſervice 3 it they be not ready to hear z all they 
do is in Gods account no better than the ſacrifice of Fools. And be that 
turneth away bis ear from bearing the Law, even his Prayer ſhall be abomi- 
nation. Theretore the Apolile preferred the Preaching of the Word be- 
fore A!ms, and adminiftring the Sacraments 3 which yet are neceflery du- 
ties: bur this is more excellcnt,difficult,and neceſſary 3 as being ordained 
for the ſalvation of all thoſe, that by true and lively Faith receive it 3 
( Sam, 1:21. 1 Tim-4+ 16. ) and without which, we know not how to 
perform the other. Po” Seu 

Now Hearing is the neareſt End of Preaching : therefore the excel- 
lency that is aſcribed to Preaching, is for the ſake of Hearing, 

4. It is the moſt excellent Antidote againſt the poifon, and the malig- 
nity of fin. Now are yeclean ( faith our Saviour ) through the Word 
which I have ſpoken ta yous Even young men in that wanton and unruly 


Age may cleanſe theis way by this means. For it diſcovers the uglinets 
hy of 


Mary s'4 Þþ0 Cle, 


of Sin; ſo that a mind well inſtructed, cannot but loath that abominable | 
thing ( which the Lord hates }) and. himſelf alſo, for the evils that he Jer. 44s 4, 
hath committed in all his abominations. The Law of God is a mirrour = Kos " 
- or Glaſs, whereby a man may diſcover his ſpiritual deformities 3 7# is the Eph, 5, _ 
light which makes manifeſt the hidden things of darkneſi, and ſets them out | 
in their proper colours ; and that ſhews us the way wherein we ſhould 
walk, and guides our feet into the way of Peace. 

5. It is mdeed the Word of Eternal Life; the Word of Salvation; John s. c8, 
the Word of Gods Grace, which is able to build us up, and to give us ts 13+ 36. 
an inheritance amongtt the ſanQified. Therefore to make choice of this, 0-0p 
mult nceds be with Mary to chooſe that good part, whereof indeed this is 
the leali part, as but leading to that which doth compleat it. 

II. The ſecond illaftration of this Choice is, that this good part is al- 
ſo durable, It ſhall not be taken away. - This makes good the former: it 
is therefore the better good, becauſe permanent, The fruit of this de- Pſilm 1. 2, 
vout Hearing ſhall never fade. Thoſe that are thus planted inthe houſe of 

"the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our God; they ſhall bring forth he 
fruit in old Age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. The wages of this tran- rat 
fient work ſhall be everlaliing refit. This part ſhall not be taken away : For, m:rces et re- 

1- No enemy can fake it away : no Thief can rob us of this treaſure. quics perman= 
If any could, it muſt be eithcr the Devil, or the World, or the Fleſh, _ <2 
or D:ath. But M2. 6. 1908 

1. The Devil cannot, notwithſiandirg all his malice, power, or ſub- 
tilty. The Gatcs ot Hell, with all their temptations, terrours, or firata- 
gems can never deprive us of this choice. That enemy may tempt, and 
tift, and buffer, &*c. But the grace of God is ſufficient to preferve and O_ Fe 
uphold the ſoul in temptation and through Chriſts interceſſion Faith ſhall ; c;. 222508 
not fail. He may thruſt fore at the child of God, to make him fall My 
but the Lord will help. ] Pſalm 218.23, 

Upon refiftance he 15 forced to flee ; and ſhall at length be trod under- J:. 4.7. 
foot, through the power of Chritt, who lives and dwells in every true £3): 39: 29: 
Bcliever. The victory muſt certainly(in this cafe)fall to the ſtronger : and Evheſ "= 
ſurely greater is he that is in his Saints, than he that is in the World. Like 11. 2 

2. The World cannot take it away,notwithſtanding all its enmity, and 1 John 4. 4. 
malignity, or its ſcorns, and reproaches, and cruel mockings, and p:r- 
{ecutions 3 or yet its ſnares, enticcments, &e. There is power enough 
in Chriſt by Faith in him, to overcome it. | | 

3. Nor yet (hall the Feſb, that remains in corrupt nature, ever be able 
fo take it away 3 notwithſtanding all its averſeneſs to that which isgood, . 
or perverſeneſ*, and firong inclination to that which is evi!. Though it Rom. 7, 
be rebellious, and luſt again(t the Spirit, and hindreth from duty,and pro- 
voketh to lin; yet ſhall it never prevail fo far, as to deprive « Believer of 
his choice. For it is daily crucitied, mortified, and ſubducd by the po- G3). 5. 24, 
wer of divine Grace, which worketh mightily in every child of God. 
Though he be compaſſed about with this _ of drath, and forced to 

3 cry 


John 16. 3. 
1-John $5. 4, Fo © 
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' Rom, 7.23424. Cry out with St. Paul, O wretched man that I am, &c. Yet he can alſo 
with him thank God, that Jelus Chriſt is his delivercr. 
4. Neither yet can Death or any of its attendants take it away. For 
Ro 8. 35,&c. jt is never able to ſeparate from the love of Chriſt, being ſwallowed up in 
+ 1 Cor. 15-54: that vieory, which God giveth us through Chriſt our Lord. 
2. AS 60 enemy can,fo God will not take it away. For 1. He delights 


| Ifa. 57.15. In it, to ce his children to make this choice. He whoſe Name is holy, 
who inbabiteth Eternity z whoſe Throne is the Hexvcn, and the Ezrth 
| 66.1, 2 bis foot-(tool, &c. Nec this Almighty God hath a (pecial.eye, to him 


that is of a poor and contrite fpirir, and trembleth at his Word. For 
- he ſecs his own Image, and likencts there; wherewith he is (o taken, 
" Cant.7.5- that he is hcld in the Galleries to beh-ld it. So great pleaſure doth 
' Pfalm 34+ 28. he take in this, that he is ever nigh unto ſuch an heart, and delights ro 
1 Cor. 6.19- qyyellin it. It is his Temple, his choſen and defired habitation, his 
Pl2-132-13214* Refi, where he will dwell, for he hath defired it, and will take up his 
"cho 14. 23, F<lidence, and make his abode there. He engrgeth his Word and Pro- 
EF; mile never to forſake it. : 
2. B:tides, itis the work of his own Spirit, by which he leads into 
all exuth, brings the ſoul in frame, facritices the whole man, kindles 
holy dcires, and fervent affections towards himſelf, and what ever may 
16.26.12. Conduce to everlaſting happineſs. It is the Spirit which worketh all 
Rom- $8.26. our works in us; helps our infirmities; gives both to will, and to do : 
Phil- 2-13- and what he hath begun, he will not take off his hand, until he hath 
3- 6 alſo finiſhed. ; 
3. Furthermore 3 it is part of the parchaſe of the blood of our Lord 
Jetus Chriſt, viz. to ſanQihe here, as well as to glorific in Heaven. 
He hath procured both the Choice, and Grace to chooſe. And he ſhall 
ſarcly obtain the fruit of his ſufferings : he ſhall ſee of the travel of bis 
Iſa. 53:11. Soxt, and ſpall be ſatisfied. Having paid an infinite ranſome for his 
| Captives, he will take care, that they may be actual partakers of that 
dear bought Freedom.i He will lole none of thoſe, whom the Father 
hath given him : therefore he improves the opportunity of his cxalta- 
tion to the right hand of the Father, in making iaterccſſion for them ; 
Row. 8-34 and a part of his Prayc:s in their behalf is, that their Faith may not 
| Luke 22.3%. fajl ; but that they may be kept through the Name of the Father, from 
| Job. 17.11,15, the evil that is in the World, and chat they may be ſan&ificd through 
| 27> 79» 2374+ the Truth, which is his Word ; that they may be made perfect 
Heb. 7.25, In.0ne3 until they be with him, where he is, that they may behold his 
John 11. 42, Glory. Now he ever liveth to jintercede thus for them, and he is ſure 
Heb.5,7. to ſpeed ; for the Father will deny him nothing, and he is heard al- 
' Gm © £Vad- waies for his Piety, or (as others ) for his Dignity. All which be- 
Berge < — ing conſidered, it muſt follow, that as he hath meritcd for them Grace-to 
»s, and 3 Lap, chooſe this good part, 1o likewiſe that what they have fo choſen, ſhall 
in loc. neyer be taken away from them, 


| John 6- 39- 


I7., 12. 


4+ Yea, 
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4+ Yea, God hath laid upon himſelf a Covenant-engagement , to 
maintain this Priviledge, which he hath vouchſafed to his Saints. 
As for me, this is my Covenant with them (faith the Lord ) My If. 59.21: 
Spirit which is upon thee, and my Words which I bave put in thy 
mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, &c. from henceforth, and 
for ever. Again, I will put my fear in their hearts, aud write it 
i4 their inward part, and I will be their Ged, and they ſhall be my Fer: 31.33- 
People : and I will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhalt not 32: 4. 
depart from me. Likewiſe he hath ſaid, IT will never leave thee, nor Heb: 13. 5+ 
forſake thee.» And very aptly to our purpole, ſpeaks that Promile 
of our Saviour : Whoſoever drinketh of the water, that I ſhall give John 4: 14. 
him , ſhall never thirſt ; but the water that I ſhall give bim, ſpall 
be in bim a Well of Water , ſpringing up into everlaſting Life. And 
in another place, He that - believeth in me, out of his Belly ſhall flow John 7. 32. 
Rivers of living Water, Thus he hath promiſed , who is the God Tit. 1. 3. | 
of Truth, and cannot Lie 3 and will not he remember the Word ons 
unto. his. Servants ,, wherein he hath cauſed them. to hope ? Surely ; 
he will ever be mindful of his Covenant 3 of the performance where- 105. 8.. 
of he hath given ſo many ſecurities: for he hath bound it with his IL 5. 
Oath, Heb. 6. 17. and Seal, Ephbeſ. 5. 13. and Earneſt, zbid. verſe 14. 
and the firſt fruits of his Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. which is a bleſſed fore- 
tafi of Eternal Happincſs, in ſome degrecs of that joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is unſpeakable and full of Glory, 1 Pet. 1. $. and of 
that Peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, Phil. 4. 7. And 
ſhall we think all this to be in vain? as indeed it might be, if ic 
could be taken away. No (urely 3 his defign in theſe various confir- 
mations-of his Promiſe, and of our Faith in it is, that by ſuch immus- 14.4, 6 18, 
table things, wherein it is impoſſible for God to Lie, we might have 
ſtrong conſolation. 

5+ Laſtly, This good part fo choſen and enjoyed is of a ſpiritual 
and divine nature. Although through the firength of remaining . pe. ;. "ys 
corruption, and the violence of temptation it may for the time 
be obſcured, and eclipſed ; yet it ſhall never be extinguiſhed, and 
utterly loſt. 

This Reed may be ſhaken, and bruiſed ; but (hall not be quite 14,4 1. 206.. 
broken : This Flax may be reduced to ſmoaking, but ſhall not utcerly 
be quenched. 

The Seed that is ſown ſhall remain, though for a time it lie ,3,4,, 
hid under-ground, yet the Prolifick vertue that is in it will make ; 

a ſcaſonable appearance, that it was not dead when it lay hid. The Job rg, 28. 

root- of the matter is fill-in him, - who is once planted in the Courts 

of the Houſe of our God ; fo that he ſhall Gill bring forth , though Pſalm 92. 13- 

ſometimes ( for the while ), his branches ſhew neither Fruit nor Leaves ; 

yet that Sap: which is retired to the heart and root, will certainly put 

forth its vigour again, and produce both Leayes and Fruit. The things 
| that 


26 Mary's Choice. 
Col. 3. 1. that are-choſen, . arc above z, things not ſeen, and eternal; our Hope 
pp 1. and Crown is laid up for us in Heavens the Kingdom and Inheritance 
"2 Fond 4. 3, Was. prepared for us from. the Foundation of the World 3 and itis in- 
Mar, 26. 34. Corruptible, and fadeth not away, being reſerved in Heaven for us , 
x Pet. 1.4>5- and we our fclves arc kept by the power of God through Faith unto 

Salvation, ec. 
How ſhould theſe things be ; if this good part ſo choſen could be 
taken away? 


fitable 3 and withal ſo durable, that when we are once aQtually poſleſ- 
ſed of it, we can never be wholly deprived of it: What remains ; 
but that we prefer it in our cficem, according to its worth, before al] 
things in the World ; and ſpeedily reſolve (as we were before exhorted) 
to make this Choice with Mary To which the Lord dirct us, and in 
it aſhſt us, for his great Names fake : To whom with our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, that ever bleſſed Unity in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity, be all Glory, Honour, and Praiſe now and ever. 
Amen. 


Since therefore this oze thing is ſo neceſſary, fo good, uſeful and pro-' 
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A Narrative of the Religious and Holy Life and Death, 
of the Lady Mary, late Wife of $S* Thomas Whar- 
ton Knight of the Bath : In great part as it was de- 
livered at her Funeral, with many material paſſages ſince 
added. 


2 QUAD Aving now done with the Text, it will juſily be 
Q &Y <cxpc&ed, that I ſhould fpeak ſomething of that 
DOS BR Heavenly Soul , whoſe Corps are now tobe In- 
AS terred 3 to ſolemnize whoſe Funerals, ſo many 
Noble and Worthy Perſons are here congregated. 
She was a very ſutable Parallel to Her in the 
Text, bgth in her Name and Choice. Nor will 
it ſeem ſtrange to thoſe that knew her, that ſhe 
ſhould be in ſome degree matched with thoſe re- 
nowned Maries, whom we have had occaſion to mention ( the Mother 
of our bleſſed Saviour only excepted, who was favoured, and bleſſed 
above all Women ) had ſhe but enjoyed the Priviledge of their oppor- 
tunities, to have given like evidence of her great Devotion, and Hea- 
venly affection. 

Her Extraction was Noble and Honourable ( as this Mary's in the 
Text is probably ſuppoſed to be ) being the Eldeſi Daughter of the late 
Right Honourable Henry Earl of Dover, whoſe Grandfather was the re- 
nowned Henry Lord Hwnſdon, Coutin German, by the Mothers ſide, to 
that mioft cxcellent Queen -of ever blefſed memory, Queen Elizabeth. 
Her Mother was of the Antient and Worthy Family of the Pel/bamy, 
of Haland in Suſſix, called Lady Fudick, Daughter of Sir Thomas Pelham, 
whoſe Anceſtors were of great Note many hundred years ago, meriting 
tor Chivalry, in the ſervice of their King and Country, an acceſs of 
Honour, which is yet born in their Arms. _ 

She was Born November 13. 1615+ being the third Child ( after two 

E Sons) 
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Sons ) and the Eldeſt Daughter of her Parents : who had beſides her, 
three Sons ( of whom, the Right Honourable Fohx Earl of Dover. is yet 
living }) and three Daughters, all eminent for Picty, and all commenda- 
ble endowments, whereof two are with the Lord, and one yet ſur- 
viving. Her Mother died, leaving them very young : yet ſhe having 
the advantage of ſeven years more than the Eldeſt of her other Sifters, 
ſupplied a Mothers-care of them, in their tender years. And what in- 
fluence her inſtructions, advice, and gracious example in all her com- 
portment had upon them was very evident, in their early proficiency in 
all Vertue, and gracious imitation of fo fair a Copy. 
It pleaſed God, who had made Choice of her for himſelf before all 
Ecclef. 12. x. time, to work her to a ſerious Choice of his waies in the beſt time: 
In ſeculo no- To remember her Creator in the daies of her youth. For even in thoſe frail 
b:lis apud times, which moſt others waſte, and ravel out in folly and vanity, ſhe 
© ptr received ſuch an happy tinure of true Piety, and the fear of God, as 
Auth. Fpif £4 never loſt, but ever increaſed its luſtre till her laſi breath. This advanced 
Demuriadim. hee pious Soul above all carnal priviledges of Nobility, Anceſtry, and all 
Ab illufiribus terrene Glories derived from her eminent Progenitors, to tix upen that 
vaſcis 6; Which was only able to make her truly Noble and Glorious. 'She was 
"4 Qank x} "" indeed Noble in the account of the World ; but not ſatisfied with that, 
Nobilis gene- her defire was to be more Noble in the fight of God. 
re, ſedmulio Her Heaven-born Faith trampled under-foot all conceit, or confidera- 
nobilior _ tion of ſecular advantage» It was no great matter to her, to iſſue from 
Ons wafiock. illuſtrious Progenitors : her greateſt ambition was to become the Child 
de Panla. of God by ſpiritual birth. She eſteemed it but a ſmall thing toglitter 
— Nobilitas with the Enſigns of a Noble Family , whoſe great care was to be enrol- 
ſola eſt, 214; led among the Saints, and Family of God. She forgot her ſelf to be 
ON wins Richor Honourable 3 regarding it only fo far, that the holineſs of her 
1! dives, quz Mind, might exceed the ſplendour of her outward man : For ſhe eftcem- 
in Deco et di- ed that to be the greateſt, which is the trueſt Nobility, viz. to be the 
ves. Cypr. de Child of God, and co-heir with Chriſt. Being thus perſwaded, her 
= $-gg ; Conſtant endeavour was to preſerve the honour of her Nobility, by keep- 
xKin.21,20,25, I0g it unſtained from thoſe Vices, which are not only a blemiſh to it, but 
Epheſ. 2.2, leave the offenders ( how Nobly fo ever extracted ) under the ignominy 
_— 2. 26. of degeneracy, and in the rank of the vileſt of men 3 who fell them- 
_ 4 *- ſelvesto work wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord 3 whereby they bee 
Non eft qued Come willing ſlaves to the Prince of darkneſs, who worketh effeQuually 
fibi aliquis de in and by them, leading them Captive at his Will. Whilſt they ſerve 
nobilitate ge- their own Luſts, and ſuffer fin to reignin- their mortal bodies, obeying 
- noagery it in the luſts thereof 3 they even- proclaim themſelyes to be the ſervants 
ore parte fir Of fin, being by it vanquiſhed, and brought in bondage. She well knew, 
famulus. Mul- that no man hath any-cauſe to boafk of his Nobility, when his better 
to eſt indigni- parts enſlaved 3 it being much more ſhameful to enſlave the mind than 
- Hpmoagn won the body. Her care therefore was to transfer all outward advantages, to 
+ why 4th, the inward adorning of the Soul 3 lighting all ſecular Pomp and ſplen- 
FE}. ad Denetr, x dour, 
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dour, that ſhe might with more freedom chooſe thaz good part, which 
.could not be taken away from her. | 

Having fo early received into her tender heart the Heavenly dew of Di- 
vine Grace 3 natural corruption ( that common difecaſe of all mankind) 
was thereby even nipt in the bud,” and received its Deaths-wound before 
it could get that advantage, which it ordinarily obtaineth in miſerable 
mortals. . / 

How foon did ſhe begin to perform her Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, 
rer.ouncing the Devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked World,and all the finful luſis of the Fleſh? Thoſe vanitics which 
were the carnal delights and darlings of her equals, were her burdcn 
and grievance. When to pleaſe Relations, and that ſhe might not ſeem 
coo {crupulouſly moroſe, ſhe was ſome-waies neceffitated to be preſent 
at the interludes which were at certain times accd in the Family ; yet 
( as have heard her ſometimes ſay ) her heart was otherwiſe employ'd, 
and ſhe would ever be ſure to take the firſt opportunity to withdraw, 
and retire her ſelf from thoſe vanities, to exerciſe her thoughts in better 
meditations, according to her ( yet ſlender ) capacity. 

Being grown up to years of diſcretion, when her towardlineſs was 
more conſpicuous ina her Religious and Gracious comportment ; how 
dear and precious was (he toall fuch of her acquaintance, as had devo- 
ted themſclves to the fear of God ? She was ever beloved and honoured 
by them 3 and they of all others were moſt dear to her. 

Whilft ſhe kept in her Fathers-Houſe, and afterwards till the day of 
her Marriage, beſides her ſecret retirements, ſhe was a diligent Atten- 
dant vpon publick Ordinances; not omitting to watch at Wiſdoms gates, 
and wait at the Poſis of her Houle continually. Inſomuch as, living 
under the Miniſtry of that Eminent and faithful Servant of Chriſt, 
Do@or Hldeſworth, ſhe would not miſs either Lords-Daies, nor Holy. 
Daics Sermons, nor Mornings Prayers, on Wedneſdaics and Frydaies, 
nor ſuch times in the Week as he appointed for Catechiſe: though ſhe 
was conlixained hereby to leave her mornings reſt very early 5 and for 
haſte cover with her Scarfe the defe&ts of thoſe Dreſſes, which detained 
others of her Rank, from that, which ſhe more prized, than all world- 
ly gayctics. 

But theſe were her more obſcure times before ſhe was fo fully known 
to thoſe, who are yet living, witnefſes of her pious regard to hea- 
venly pra@ices. From whole credible reports, and my own knowledge 
in the (O too ſhort) time of our acquaintance ( which was not full 
two years.) take theſe enſuing few Obſervations. 

It was the thirtieth year of her Age, before ſhe gave way to any mo- 
ticn of Marriage (though ſhe had many from very confiderable perſons) 
- butat that time it pleaſcd God, who ordereth all the concernments of 
his dear Children for their aſſured good, to preſent her with ſuch a mo- 
tion, as could not but be acccptable to her, viz. Sir Thomas Wharton, 
| E 2 |  Enight 
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Knight of the Bath, and only Brother to the Kight Honourable Phil 
Lord Fharton of Wharton : who being well acquainted with that Fa- 
mily ( to which his was nearly allied } took fo much notice of her Ver. 
tues, and gracious converſation ( the great attraQive of his affections to 
her _) that gave him occaſion to move her in order to Marriage. . 'Which 
motion ( moſt happy to them both ) ſhe upon ſerious conftderaticn did 
embracez yer with this proviſion ( ſuch due regard ſhe had to tilial duty) 
that her Fathers, and her Uncle Sir Thomas Petham*s conſent ( whom 
ſhe ever honoured as a Father, and he ever tenderly loved her as a Child) 
ſhould firſt be obtained. Sir Thomas was at hand, and therefore the fil 
addrels was made to him, who readily and chearfully gave his approba- 
tion, Her Father was then at Oxford with the King, and his wile 
Eſtate under (cqueſitrationz nor had ſhe any further exp<&tation from 
him of any augmentation of that Portion, which was long before in her 
own hands, and diſpoſe z yet would ſhe not Marry, till his aſſured con- 
{ent was gained, to her full ſatisfaction ; which himſelf did fignitie to 
her by divers Letters ( which I have ſeen) written from Oxford: where- 
in he declared, that he was aſſurcd, that Sir Thomas would prove both 
honeſt and kind 3 and farther aſſured her, that his bleſſing ſhould accom- 
pany them in their Marriage, &c. 

And now was the time, when that light of Divine Grace, long finee 
kindled, muſt become more conſpicuous, ſhining more and more unto 
that perte& day. Now that precious feed, which had taken fuch firm 
root in her heart, and had already made a hopeful progreſs in the blade, 
ſhall produce the Ear, and after that the full Corn in the Ear, and yield 
the great Husband-man an acceptable Harveſt. | 

To mention the particular paſſages of her well ſpent Life, would ra- 
ther be to write an Hiſtory, than ( what isonly intended ) a ſhort Nar- 
rative. I can therefore here give only a general account of ſome few 
paſſages, which yet may ſufficiently evidence the fincerity of her Faith, 
working by Love, which is the whole of Chriftianity. 

What is intended may be referred to theſe two Heads 3 1. Her Qua- 
lification. 2, Her Converſation. 

I. For the former of theſe ; She was a careful obſerver of the Apo- 
files carneft Exhortationz adding to her Faith Vertue, and to Verine, 
Knowledge, &c. 

The odious aſperſion of Solifidfaniſm - could not be faſtened on her 3 
though in the point of Juſtification, ſhe depended only- and wholly upon 
the righteouſneſs of Chrift imputed to the Believer, and received by 
Faith : in this caſe not atall looking at her own inherent righteouſneſs. 
Her Faith was a lively and active Faith, manifeſting its vigour and genu- 
ine nature by its proper fruits. It provoked thoſe Vertues, wherewith 


ribus,quaſi 11 (61 areſo called.) in the production of every good work as ſhe had 
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And becauſe ſhe was perſwaded it was as neceſſary to do well, as to do 
good 3 which cannot be without ſame good competency of knowledge 
eo dircet each vertuous ation : Therefore ſhe gave all diligence, to add 
to her Vertue Knowledge 3 not only ſpeculative,whereby ſhe knew what 
the ought todo z but practical, in doing what ſhe knew : which pro- 
duced the advantage of a further degree, viz, experimental knowledge 3 
by which means ſhe reaped the ſweeteſt comfort, which ariſeth from the 
conſcience of well-doing. Her knowledg was ſavoury, and her judge- 
ment ſound in the things that concern falvation. She was never tainted 
with Novel opinions, and fancies; but well acquainted with, and tena- 
cious of the form of found words contained in the boly Scriptures 3 and 
as they are taught in the Church of Exgland, whereof ſhe wasa true 
and dutiful Child. So well was ſhe grounded in the Principles and main 
points of Religion, that ſhe was out of the reach of the ſubtileſt Papiſts 
ſeduction ; as the ſometimes was not free from their attempts, but ever 
from their Impreſſions. : 

Moreover, knowing that whilſt we are in-this Tabernacle,, we bear 
in our bofoms a rcbel to the law of our mind ; che Fleſh Iuſting againſt 


the Spirit ; that ſhe might ſubdue and mortifie that enemy, ſhe gave all ,; eerie TH. 
diligence to add to her knowledge, temperance, that promptuary of Ver- uy. Menard. 


tue, moli rcmarkable. 


1+ In her eminent and-exemplary Modeſty, and Chaſtity. She never 
came within the reach of the moſt curious ſuſpicion of Immodeſty, Vir- 
gin or Wife ; being ever careful to abftain from all appearance of evil by 
any wanton word or geſture. | 
2. In her moderate uſe of thoſe ſabfidis, which our heavenly Father 
knows are needful for-us,and therefore is pleaſed to allow us for the com- 
fort of our Life. - 
I. In her Apparel. She reſirained her felf from the uſe of thoſe Fa- 
ſhions, which though in themſclves they are unſcemly (to fay no worfe) ma 


yet are too frequent arfl common in uſe amongſt ſuch as were her equals: |. 7. 
"Eg . The "* > pa* 
whereby the practice is become incorrigible, and the contrary difdained nartfh infignia, 
She never uſed to bare her Breaſts and Shoulders, or ornamenta 
-Meretricumy . 
Rene er i @c. Cypr, de 
by all ſober Chriſtians,and vehemently reproved by the Primitive Fathers, j,p, py. 
as erticements, and provocations of Luft, ornaments of light perſons, 7ertul. de bab.: 
and inventions of the D:vil, &c. But this-chaft Soul abhorred to be 241.8 de cult, 
Feeminaium, . 
n Vide etiam, 
or Pearls, or coftly array ( though ſhe wanted none of thoſe things, -,,,. x.;2.- ze: 
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by the exorbitant. 
Paint, or Spot her Face, &c. or any ſuch Dreſs, as were evcr exploded 


fo disfigured. Her ornaments were not broidered or platted Hair, Gold, 


if ſhe had fancied them |) but the hidden man of the Heart. 


Dreſs was that ſharnefac*dneſs and Sobriety commanded by St. Paul, Chrift. . 
c.21, AMO Nx; 


(1-Tim. 2.9. ) and the incorruptible (7% dgYagro ) of a meek and 
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quict ſpirit, which St. Peter tells us, tzkes ſuch worth in the fight of  " 


God. This is the Dreſs which Tertzl:an commends to Chriflian Wo- x Per. 3. 3, 4, 
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* Veſtite vos -men : * Cloath your ſelves (faith he) with the Silk of Honeſty, with the 
[: rico probits- $4134 of Sanity, with the Purple of Modeſty : in ſuch Paints God will be 
> png ” your Lover. In ſuch attire would ſhe appear before God, as ſhe knew 
= pd xy was befi pleaſing to him. 
tix. Taliter 2. Nor was her Temperance leſs remarkable in reference to her Diet ; 
| porn | being nothing ſtudious, or deſirous of dainty or coſtly Fare. Her or- 
net dinary food was good and wholeſome 3 but plain, and ſuch as is moſt ac- 
Tt, de culty commodate for the ends for which God hath ordained it : viz preſerva- 
fo-min, in fine. tion of Health, and increaſe of ſirength : not to pleaſe a dainty Palate, 
or gratific an exorbitant Appetite, and excite Luſt, But the ordering of 
Family proviſions by her appointment, was plentiful, as to ordinary 
Houſe-keeping 3 generous and free in her entertainments, to the great 
contentment of her Friends and equals ; whoſe Viſits were excecding 
frequent and grateful. 
Neither was ſhe wanting to add fortitude to her other Vertues; re- 
Eph. 3. x6, ſolutely perſiſting in well-doing, being firengthened with power by the 
Spirit in the inward man, to reſiſt the temptation, and overcome the 
difficulties, which are ever ready to obfirudt all godly endeavours. She 
Prov. 31.202 WaSindeed mn NUN, a Woman of valour, never weary of well-doing, 
+ Ix. 2yvvi @y- nor faint in her mind; but held on in her way, growing yet fironger and 
Serie v- L. ſtronger, ſhe held faſt her Profeſſion, and was faithful unto the End, 
_ —_ that ſhe might obtain the promiſed Crown. | 
Heb. 12.3  Butthe Crown of all her Vertucs was her Sincerity. They were not 
Job 179. 9, in ſhew only, but in reality and truth : ſhe was what ſhe ſeemed her 
Heb. 10.23 Gold needed no Gilt. She was ( as is ſaid of the Kings Daughter, 
Rev. 21% Pf. 45: 13+) glorious within, as well as without. Her hidden man 
was richly furnithed 3 though not ſo much expoſed to the eye of man, as 
of him who ſecth in ſecrer, and ſearcheth the heart and rein', Never- 
theleſs, though it be moti difficult to determine of any mans ſincerity, 
which is only known to him, that is the diſcerner of the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart 3 yet where there arc ſuch clear appearances,and 
ſatisfactory evidences 3 he mult be leſs than a Ciiriſtian, that hath not to 
*. much Charity,as to conclude that ſuch a one as ſhe, muſt needs be fincere ; 
who did ſo uniformly practiſe godlineſs to the laſt period of her Life ; 
never varying, or abating in her-godly care and watchfulneſ(s, but al- 
waics proceeding in a conſtant tenor of an holy converſation, according 
to that invariable rule, Gal. 6. 16. Her univerſal cloſing with all good, 
and deteftation of all ſin, abKaining from the very appearance of evil ; 
hating ſin both in her felt and others : her fervent zeal for Gods glory; 
her cordial Love, and vehement affeGion to, and confiant uſe of all his 
holy Ordinances : her ready ſubmiſhon to his Will in all things 3 her 
fear to offend him in any thing 3 her grief frequently expreſſed, that ſhe 
was not more holy her earneti deſire of and longing for farther aſſurance 
of divire favour 3 her exemplary Humility, ever having low thoughts 
of her {clf, and of any thing ſhe did, alwaics acknowledging her great 
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defe&s in each Duty, and her unworthineſs of the leaſt mercy 3 efteem- 
ing her ſelf the greateſt of ſinners, and the leaſt of all Saints (as St. .Paxl) b- Tim. I. 154 
nothing cſtecming any thing ſhe was or did, no not her greateſt attain- —_ Ls 8, 
ments in Grace and Holineſfs(as to any dependence upon them,much lefs Opibe, Magi 
her outward priviledges of Nobility, and worldly greatneſs, that ſhe bilicate con- 
might gain Chriſt, | tewpta, faQa 

IT. As for her Converſation it was ſutable to her Qualifications 3 ever —_—_ — 
fiudying to walk according to the rule of holineſs. Her great care was. y;,. x9, 16. 
to prepare her heart to ſcek the Lord : that ſhe might in all things order Pſalm 50. 23 
her converſation aright, both towards God and man. 

1. In reſp& of God, what is ſaid in Scripture of Exoch, Noah,and other 
holy perſons, that they walked with God, was alſo verified in her. 

How ſhe did deport her ſelf in fecret duties, was known only to God, 
and her own Soul : according to her Saviours admonition. Yet if we wax. s. 6, 
-may meaſure her more retired Devotions, by what was evident in Church 
and Family Datics,nothing could be more aftc&ionate. Her ſecret Pray- 
ers, as alſo her Meditations, and heavenly raptures were more immedi- 
ate exchanges between her pious Soul, and him whom her Soul loved. 
Some part whereof could not yet be fo concealed, but that fuch as were 
near her, could obſerve her conftant retirements, and by her Diſcourſes 
take notice (at leali in general ) how her time was employed in her Clo- 
ſet, For ſuch is the nature of true Love, that it cannot contain, but 
muſt at ſometimes break forth in the' praiſes of its beloved, and expreſs 
its joys and heavenly content in him whom it ſo much admires; as is _ F 
evident by the Diſcourſe of the Church in the Canticles. Thoſe raviſh- © CO 
ing joys cannot be concealed : the Daughter of Feruſalem muſt be ac- "— 3 
quainted with the excellencies of her beloyed, and how exceedingly ſhe 7. 10s | 
is affected with, and to him. 

Thus much, and much more was known to her dear and indalgent 
Husband (who him(ſclf was not only an incourager, but alfo an excellent 
example and Pattern of private Devotions) as followeth:; 

I. Her diligent and careful Reading of the holy Scriptures, which 
being a conſiderable part of her retirements, brought her to a famili- 
ar acquaintance with the revealed Will of God. She tasked her felf with 
Reading a daily portion 3 which was ſtudioully performed. And what 
good ule ſhe made thereof, may be gathered from her Obſeryations which hs: 
were found among her Papers written with her own hand, which I have Ty.c. —- 
ſeen and peruſed : wherein no lefs than three hundred remarkable paſſages called Tota- | 
were tranſcribed verbatim, to be the fubje& of her private Meditati- 249%, or Phy- 
ons, and that ſhe might more firmly imprint them in her memory, ac- — by 
cording to that injun&ion of Solomon :; write them upon the Table of Tipbilin, ws 
thy heart. Thus the Lord commanded the Tfraelires that they ſhould'write which r:ad 
certain SeFions of the Law, which they ſhould wear upon their hands, 3»xtor/. Syna- 
and as Frontlets before their eyes : that the Law might be had inperpetu- $9: ore _ 
. U remembrance, Theſe were in time ſuperſtitiouſly, and hypocricically ET _ 
| _ abuſed, ; 
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abuſed, as appears, M1t.23.5- But ſhe was far from oſtentation, nor was 
this pious care of hers known till after her death. Amongſt others, theſe 
Scriptures (he moſi «ſpccially propoſed to her Reading and Meditation, at 
ſuch times as ſhe ſet apart for private humiliation, Da#.9. Iſa. 61. Fzr.g, 
Neb. 9. Fol 2. Fam.4.9,10. Mat.6.18. Iſ4.58.1 Fob. 1:9. Neh. 1. ad 19, 
I have tranſcribcd them as they were found in her Papers. 

And as ſhe was thus diligent in reading the holy Scripture : fo did ſhe 
allo take great pains and delight in reading of ſuch-Books as were written 
by thoſe worthy perſons, who were of greateſt eſteem among the moſt'(e- 
rious and religious Readers. For as her great defign in reading was to 
underſtand the good, and acceptable, and perfe& Will-of God ; fo ſhe 


rationally conceived, that none could more likely acquaint her with the. 


mind of God, than thoſe who were dcfgned to this Office,and who con- 


verſed moſt with him jn their pious, exemplary, and conftant praQtice: 


remembring that the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and 
he will fhew them his Covenant. Amongſt theſe,ſhe chiefly read Mr. Daxiet 
Dyke, of the deceitfulneſs of the Heart ( a Book ſke highly prizcd, and 
oft times read over) Mr. Arth. Hilderſham*s works alſo,and Dr. Preſtox's, 


Dr. $ibs, Mr. Dod, Mr. Rogers's ſeven Treatiſes, and the Epitome, ca)led | 


The. Practice of Chriſtianity z Mr. Fobn Downham's Chriſtian Warfare, 


though very voluminous, yet could not the bigneſs of any good Book 


prevent, but rather excite her diligence. 

Near her end ſhe was Reading, Mr. Calvin's Inſtitutions ( tranſlated 
into Exgliſh) the ſecond time, having not many weeks before Read it 
quite through. 

Many other ſuch good and practical Authours ſhe had carefully Read 
with great profit,turning their words into Works. For ſhe was ever care- 
ful, not only to take in more light by ſuch good mens pains, but chicfly 
to feel. her heart warmed by their kindly heats. She-uſed her Reading in 
ſtead of a Looking-Glaſs, whereby to diſcover and reform, whatloever was 
ami(s in her practice 3 and alſo how to adorn her converſation with re- 
gular obedience ; fo that her Reading did not only enrich her mind with 
knowledge, but beautific her life with vertuous praGice 3 knowing that 
God hath given us his Word and Law, not only to be known, but to be 
actually obeyed. For what doth it profit, to learn what we ſhould do, 
if we do not what we have learned ? When ſhe would recreate her mind 
with any pleaſant Diſcourſe ; befides her Reading of ſerious Hiſtory, ſhe 
took great delight in Reading Mr. Herbert's Verſes, moſt of which the 
could repeat without Book. Theſe were her recreation inficad of Play- 
books, and Romances. | 

2. Beſides her diligent and unwearied Reading ( which was not only 
part of: her Cloſet work, but uſually her afternoons employment, when not 
hindred by company, or not exerciſed in needle-work, for ſhe was never 
idle) ſhe conſtantly obſerved her deſigned and fiated times for fecret Pray - 


er, In which -if ſhe were at any time hindred by entertainment of 
friends, 
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friends, &c. yet would ſhe redeem time even from her ſl:ep, rather 
than ſhorten her accuſtomed D:yotions. 

And here though no other account can be expe&ed,than of cvery pious 
Soul, whoſe carc is not to be'ſcen or heard in thoſe retirements by any 
but their heavenly Father : yet by providence ſomething was found among 
her Papers, written with her own hand upon a ſpecial occafion, which 
may afford ſome diſcovery of her godly and devout frame of Spirit, 
even in that heavenly and ſecret Duty. 

The occafion was.this : That Reverend and holy man of God Mr. Fouha 
Hudſon C now the Right Reverend Biſhop of Elphin in Treland ) Preach- 
ing upon that Text, 1 Sam. 1.27. For this Child T prayed, &c. amongft 
other ſavoury paſſages obſerved 3 That Mercies and Bleſſings obtained by 
Prayer will be ſwect,and that we ſhould eſpecially record ſpecial mercies, 
which practice would both help our memory ( we being very apt to for- 
get mercies, Pſ2/.106.7.) and alſo fircngthen our Faith,Pſal.85.1,2,3,c. 
verſ. 8, 9, I will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak, &c. Surely his Sal- 
vation is nigh them that fear him. Her gracious Soul made (ſuch good uſe 
of that S:rmon, that ſhe from that time reſolved to keep a Record of ſuch 
ſpecial-mercies, as it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to vouchſate her ; more eſpe- 
cially ſuch, as were given in upon Prayer. And in thoſe Papers wherein 
they were found Recorded, fhe thus beſpeaks the Lord in herPrayers. 

O my God, I defire now to come before thee, humbled in my Soul for 
own baſeneſs and filthineſs from Head to Foot : Every member of my Budy 
being ready and inclined to every fin 3 every faculty of my Soul being polluted 


and defiled with that foul and ugly ſin, wherein I was conceived aud born. 


And to aggravate this having received, and ſtill piſſeſing more mercies, 
and gracious diſpenſations from thee, than ( Tthink ) ever any creature had. 
But it is thy free-grace ., who canft as well -give me a thankful heart, asa 
receiving hand : which Theg for bis ſake, upon whoſe account only Teome 
befoxe thee, and have this confidence to approach unto thee.» And bere, O 
Lord, through thine affiſtance T deſire to recount, as I am able, ſome of thoſe 
innumerable mercies, that T daily receive. 

Then after an enumeration of many general mercies,ſhc thus proceeds. 

Good God, give me the Graee likewiſe, that all this thy goodneſs may not 
be in vain upon my poor Souls— Tbleſs thy Name for the gracious pre- 
ſence of thy bleſſed Spirit, at all times, when I ſet my ſelf before thee in 
earneſt to ſeek thy face and favonr in private, and in eſpecial at a Faſt T 
kept, and Sacrament T received, when I was left all alone at Wobourn, 
when Ireceived munch comfort, Kc 

Then again reckoning up many particular mercies rcccived at the Lords 
hand upon her Prayers to him,for her Husband and Son : amongſt which 
ſhe forgets not affeRionatly to mention the good means of Grace and Sal- 
vation, they had lived under, and the contented, peaceable, plentitul, 
chearful condition they had enjoyed ever fince they came together. But 
#heſe (faith (he) gre but Ones of my that I have and doenjoy. O give 


erne 


3 
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me to live ia ſume meaſure anſwerable to this goodneſs of thine , &c, 
After this manner hath ſhe Recorded the many ſpecial mercies, deliver. 
ances, blflings,which ſhe, ber Husband,Son,and Family had received ; note. 
ing the day and month of the year. And the whole contexture is in the ſame 
tenour of Prayer and Praiſes ever dcliring of the Lord, that he would 
give her to live the life of Faith, and Thankſgiving, which was her fre- 
quent expreſſion. But the particular mercics conferred upon her ſelf and 
her Relations, were not the only Si bj & of her thankful praiſes. So great 
was her «ff. ion tothe Church of God, and to her dear native Countty, 
that publick bleſſings were alſo found Recorded in her ſecret Devotions, 
Thus when it pleaſed God to heal the breaches of this diſtraQed Nation, 
by the happy Reſtauration of his Royal Mijeſty : ſhe thus expreſſeth her 
deep ſenſe of that wonderful change. But now,O God, I am confounded, and. 
knew not what to ſay, nor which way to begin to bleſs and praiſe thy great 
Name for thy infinite preſefvations of, deliverances to, and blifſcd reſt auration. 
of our dear King, and bis Family from thcir ſad baniſhed, and diſtraficd condi- 
110n, which they have long lain under, to their own Inheritance. And all this 
#1 beyond what we could have asked or thought 5 to be without blood, or obli- 
gation to ſtrangers,or any thing but thy own hand, which is for ever to be mag- 
mified, and adored for this great Work, for which I beſeech thee to give me, 
and all thire, to live the life of Faith and Thankſgiving to lay our ſclves in 
the duſt, and to be low in our own eyes, that thiu alone maifſt be exalted for 
theſe great and wonderful things,that thou haſt done in our daies, for preſerving 
themin the true Religion.in the midſt of diverſe temptations,and keeping them 
from diverſe dangers of Sul and Body : for all wbich let our Souls bleſ; thy 
great Name. 

This may ſuffice to give ſome aim, whereby to meaſure her private 
Devotions, which could not otherwile be diſcovered, but by her own Pa- 
pers.occafioned as is before declared. But by this it may appear, how ſe- 
rious ſhe was in her Mcditation of Gods loving-kindnets to her, and her 
Relations in every concernment: with which ſhe was fo exceedingly at- 
ſeed, that ſhe could not forbear to ſpeak of it in her private diſcourſes 
with her friends. In the ſhort time of our acquaintance, how frequently 
have I heard her,with tears of joy expreſs her dcepappreher.fionsof Gods 
gracious Providence in their outward proſperity beyond her hopes 3 ads 
miring his bleſſings,according to his holy promiſe, heaped upon them, ſhe 
knew not how 3 owning his hand, and diſowning all their own care and” 
endeayour, as of no fignification in reference to the greatneſs: of ( even. 
outward ) mercies received. | 

This wrought her Soul to the higheſt content with that Eftate which 
it pleaſed God to place her in : which had it been much meaner,would yet 
no doubt, have been acceptable to her thankfu] heart, which ever took . 
its meafure from the conſideration of Gods bountiful providence, in admi- j 
niſtring bleflings ſatablc to her condition 3 and not from any ambitious 
emulation of others grandeur. . 

: Such: 
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Such as ts faid was her more private converſe with God. What was 


” more obvious to the eyes of men, was very exemplary 3 whether we con- 


fider her deportment in the publick Congregation,or in her Family duties. 

In the publick Prayers in the Church ( as alſo in the Family ) her Po- 
ſtture,outward geſture, and voice was ever moſi decent, humble, and re- 
verent with all evidences of a broken, contrite, ſerious, and fervent ſpirit; 
cxpreſſing greateſt affc&ion,with ſuch diligent and undifiracted attention, 
without the leaſt ſhew of Okentation, that whoſoever oblerved her dee ,5,o 11g tg, 
portment, could not but conclude, that her Prayers (like Hannah's) were SanRti fine vo- 
more the work of the heart, than of the lips or as it is {aid of Myſes, ce c::mant ad 
that he cried fo the Lord, even whilſt he kept ſilence, Exod. 14. 15. Ho 

And that ſhe might not loſe the opportunity of enjoying any part of Spins fu 
Divine Service, the ever came to the Church before the beginning of &o apud De- 


Prayers, at the uſual hour. um per filen- 
Nor had ſhe leſs regard to the Preaching of the Word, She would not c_ — 


miſs one Sermon, whilſt ſhe was able togo abroad. And ſhe conſtantly 1. uw; 
writ every Sermon, which every morning ſhe peruſed in the following & 7.99, de cemp. 
Week : that ſhe might both better digeſt in Meditation, what the had 
heard 3 and that her memory might better guide her in the contexture 
with the next Diſcourſe upon the ſame Subje. 
This Ordinanceſhe ever highly prized,cliceming it one of the greateſt 
bleſſings it pleaſed the divine bounty to vouchſafe her. She was one of Ifa. 66.2. 
them, that trembled at his Word, which ever had an awe upon her ſpirit, Heb. 5. 14. 
Having her ſenſes exerciſed by reafon of uſe (or habit obtained by cuſfio- _— £S1p- 
mary diligence ) to diſcern between good and evil, fo that (he was able to fan 
try the (ſpirits, whether they were of God, and to prove all things, that by 
ſhe might hold faft that which is good 3 when ſhe was ſatisficd concern- 
ing the ſoundneſs of the DoQrine, and Orthodoxy of the Preacher, ſhe 
would receive that which was ſo Preached, not as the word of man, but 1 Theſ 3. x5: 
as it js indced the Word of God, which had therefore an etfcQtual opera- ns. 
tion on her believing heart: which (like Lydia's) was ever open to at- Ads 16, 14+ 
tend with all reverence to the things which were ſpoken. She conlidered 
that the was at that place and time, efp<cially preſent before God, to hear 
what his Embaſſadour had in commiſſion to ſay to her 3 what ſhe was 
about 3 and to what end (he came thither, viz. to learn, not to carp at 
or deſpiſe what ſhe heard She was ſo judicious,as to diſcern the Preachers 
weakneſs { if he were ſuch ) but yct had {o much reverence to the O:cdi- 
nance of God,and charity to the Miniſter,as to pity, not defpile his weak= _ 
neſs, - Her humble heart, like the low Valley,cntertained thoſe refreſhing Corfluic evim 
Streams, which were ſent forth from the Fountain of Life 3 that. could *9'2 ac bays 
find no place of abode in a proud and cenforiuus heart. | = — po 
Such was her'pious regard to the Preaching of the-Word.Nor had ſhe natat de tu- 
le{s reſpe& to both thoſe holy Sacraments, which our Saviour ordained in mor.bus collts. 
his Church, in their reſpe&ive ule. Therefore when any Infant was to be = — ary 


F 3 xejoycing 
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r£joycing to behold a new Member admitted with fuch ſolemnity into 
the Church 3 fervently and attccionately joyning with the Conrgregati. 
cn in Prayers to God for it. | 

As for the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,ſhe ſo greatly hurgred after 
that ſpiritual food, that ſhe would not loſe the opportunity of one Sacra- 
men”, when (as at the fcati of Eafter) it was more frequently adminitired, 
What care ſhe took that ſhe might be a fit gueſt at that heavenly Fealt, may 
appear by that paſſage, which was before obſerved out of her Pap: rs:hum- 
bling her ſelf in a private ſolemn Faſi, the week. before the Sacrament,that 
ſhe might by (clf-examination become more ſenſible of her failings and 


- wants 3 whereby ſhe might be prepared with more eager appetite,and de- 


fire to partake of thoſe comforts, which are there repreſcnted, ratified, and 
eXhibited to every true Believer. Andit appears by herown careful ob. 
ſervation, that the fruit was anſwerable 3 in theſe words, IF berein (faith 
ſhe) Treceived much comfort. | 

I have never obſerved in any Communicint greater evidence of hum. 
lity, reverence,. and devotion than in her reccption of the holy Ele- 
ments3. which together with her cager deſire, carcful preparation, and 
diligent attendance upon that divine Ordinance, was aſure argument of 
that great comfort which ſhe received in the uſe of it. 

The laſt Sacrament which ſhe ever received, was. upon Func 9. 1672, 
being the occaſion of her coming abroad,after a long weaknets, which had 
confined her to her houſe, and was indeed the laſt time of her being abroad, 
She had a longing dcfire to receive it in the publick. Congregation (hay- 
ing once before received it in private, by reaſon of her-great weakneſs ) 
which was ( as God was pleaſed toorder it ) to the great prejudice of 
her health... That morning, more than her firength could bear, ſhe roſe 
two hours earlicr than of a long time before ſhe had done :. the day was. 
very rugged, and the air unmild 3. fo that in all probability her coming 
abroad was a great-cauſe of increafing-her diſtemper. But with defire ſhe 
defircd to eat with us this Paſſover before her approaching Death, Being 
therefore conducted by her tender Husband to the Church, after Sermon. 
ſhe received the Sacrament with more than ordinary Devotion : which 
was indeed to her a bleſſed viaticum before her departure hence, into her 
heavenly Manſion ( which was but the tenth day after-) where ſhe now 
enjoys him immediately. ( without the uſe of Ordinances.) whom her 
Soul loved. 

Befides this conſcientious attendance on, and careful improvement of 
the Ordinances,and publick means of Salvation 3. her earneſt defire of ho- 
lineſs, and increaſe of Grace was evident by the great pleaſure ſhe tookin 
godly.diſcourſe and conference 3 wherein that part which the uſually bore 


| - was propoſal of ſuch Queries,in which ſhe defired further ſatisfaQtion;with 


ſome afteionate expreſſhons arguing lelf-application, and that ſeldom (if 
eyer) without contrite tears. Her humble and broken (pirit, would ever 


judge her {elf unworthy of offered comfort 3- yet would. carncfly lifien to- 
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it, deſiring with David, to hear the yoice of joy and gladne(s,admiring it, Pfal. 51. 8 
and not willfully rej: &ing what ſhe was urged to receivezentertaining each 
argument with joytul tears, which might give her any afſurance,or hope of 
divine favour through Chriſt, on whoſe alone merits ſhe wholly relied, 
trampling under-foot all conceit of any worth of her own Righteouſneſs. 

And when there was any occaſion to {peak to her by way of advice, ex- 
hortation,or admonition 3 with what complacency would ſhe receive it? 
What cver was ſaid on ſuch occaſion to her (with any evidence from the 
Word, that it-was the Will of God and a declared duty ) was ever readily 
admitted without the leaſt reluQtancy or hefitancy. For the true fear of 
God, and his love ſhed abroad in her heart conliraincd her obedience, 
Yea, fo careful was ſhe, that ſhe might not in any thing offend 3: that (he 
would make requeſt ( where (he was,contident of Faithfulneſs ) to be re- 
proved z of which 1 had this experiment. Upon pur firſt acquaintance, 
when I was but newly ſettled in the Rectory, having a fit opportunity, 
none being preſent, ſhe thus beſpoke me : Sir, (faid ſhe) God hath ſent Herein ſhe 
you hither to take care of our Souls 3 therefore T intreat you, 1hat you would "vitated that 
not ſpare, faithfully to reprove whatcver you ſhall ſce amiſs in me.» For © cen es | 
ſhe eticemed faithful reproof to be a requiiite and neceſſary duty both of pit, whe: 
a Miniſter, and of a Friend. Accordingly having ſuch encouragement, .I was her great 
reſolved upon that ground, to deal freely with her, as I ſhould have occa- M — 
fiog. But I cver obſerved ſuch an uniform regard of duty, and care of Book of Mar 
her deportment at all times,and towards all perfons that during the re- tyrs, y@l. 2. 


could think worthy of a reproof : ſo careful-ſhe was to.praGtile the Apofiles 
preſcript, Phil. 2. 15. That ye, may be blameleſs, and harmleſs, &c.. 

Such was her Converſation towards God :; Therefore, | 

2. She could not miſs to order her Converſation aright towardsall ſorts 
of men ; which indeed was moſt lovely and exemplary, her light ſhining . 
forth, to the glory of her heavenly Father, and the great refreſhment of- 
{uch pious Souls as had the happinel(s to know her. For, 

I. She was of a lovely and amiable comportmcnt towards all with 
whom ſhe did converſe; being-altogether unaccuftomed to any morofity, 
or di{dain, even towards inferiours, though of lowefi rank. In her enter- 
tainments ſhe was alwaies chearful(which was indeed her conſiant temper) 
and even her mirths were not only innocent, but alſo grateful. 

And as her-good nature inclined her to love all mankind 3 Grace di- 
reed her more eſpecially to affc& thoſe that were ( in her judgement) 
beloved of God. She had learned David's Ieffon, to honour them that phlm 15. 
fear the Lord 3 and allo followed his example, in placing all her delight * 
in the Saints that are in the Earth, whom ſhe eficemed of all men the moſt | 
exccllent,. Theſe were ever dear to her, though differing in judgement+ ol 
from her in ſuch things wherein we ought to bear with one another. For- ig 
ſhe loved Religion, not Diviſion. When ſhe admitted any intqthenum- Religio, 4t * 
ber. of her nearcx Friends 3-as ſhe was exactly judicious to guide her. ligands: - 2 
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choice (wherein ſhe was ſe)dom, it ever, miſtaken) ſo ſhe was faithful, 
and conſtant, to continue her ation without change, or ſuſpicion of 
Joh;13.1- change; imitating therein her Saviour, in loving them unto the End. 

2. Nor was ſhe only curteous, but alſo innocent,and harmleſs in all her 
deportment: being of a metk, quiet, peaceable ſpirit, ſhe became an ab- 
ſolute Miſiriſs of her Paſſions. I cannot remember, that I ever ſaw her 
diſcompoſed by any prevalent paſſion. Her conſtant frame was interwo- 
- ven with chearfulneſs, and ſcriouſnefs : uſually chearful and pleaſant in 
humane concerns, ſerious in Divine. But never {that upon enquiry [ 
could hear of) cither tranſported with anger, cloudcd with ſullenneſs, 
ſwallowed vp with overmuch {orcow, or exorbitant in her joys : though 
ſhe hath not wanted occafions enough, no doubt ( ſince none can be free) 
to excite and provoke paſſion. None could better know how to bear 
and digeſt an injury 3 nor- could any be more fearful to do once. None 
more joth to take offence,and none more carcful of giving any. Though 
ſhe could fee as ſoon as another, any undecent, and provocative miſde- 
meanor of an inferiour : yet ſhe knew how to connive, without any ma- 
lice towards the offcndor : for that Monfter had no place in her calm 
heart.If at any time ſhe found her ſelf miſtaken in faulting another(though 
a Servant ) ſhe would be really ſorry for it : and I have heard her lay, 
that in ſuch caſe, ſhe would not grudge to ask them forgivene(s. 

3- Her Charity and Bounty in giving, was beyond her Eſtate , which 
yet was plentiful to her own content, and in which ſhe found no want, 
but to ſatisfic her eager defire to communicate, and do more good. Though 
a leſs Eſtate, than ſhe had, would have pleaſed her thanktul and humble 
heart 3 yet the greateft would have been little enough to have ſupplicd 
2 her Beneficence3 being fo devoted to praQtiſe that Apoſtolical injuuRion, 
Tit. 3:4. viz. to be carcful to maintain good Works for neceſſary uſes, that ſhe 
Pſa.92.13.8C- mjght not be unfruitful. Having been planted in the Houſe of the Lord, 
| Sy 3+ by that River of the SanQtuary, whoſe Streams make glad the City of 
'Ezck. 27, God, ſhe flouriſhed in his Courts, bringing forth her fruit in its due (ea- 
*Rey, 22. ſon, yea, even in old Age fill flouriſhing. 

Verily her Charity was moſt exemplary, whether we conſider its mea- 
ſure, manner, principle, or End. 

Her end in giving was not for Oſtentation or vain glory, that men 
might ſee and applaud her Charity. For ſo much as was poffible, ſhe (o 
concealed it from others knowledge, that none but ſuch infiruments as 
ſhe muſt neceſſarily make uſe of to convey her Alms, and the parties re- 
| lieved might be conſcious of it. Her only deſign was to gloritice God in 
L ie 21 the doing good to his poor Creatures, and to his living Temples, wiich our 
Weed (ac- blefled Saviour takes as kindly as if done to himſelf. 
cording to her The meaſure of her Alms was libcral and bountiful. Her gifts were 
ility ) her diſtributed with a full hand, as her ſtore could turnith her with ſapplics, 
noble _—_ For from the time of her Marrizge,her moſt kind and indulgenc Husband 
ibs, Book of allowed her (upon her requeſt tor this purpoſe) a confiderable monthly 
Marr, #65/apre. - *portion, 
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portion, which was freely committed to her diſpoſe : of which ſhe was ſo 
ſparing from other uſes, - that 'ſhe would rather abridge her (elt in ſome: 
things that her condition might require, than ſhe would pinch her Almes, 
which was ever proportionable to the caſe ſhe hadunder confiJeration. 

The way and manner ſhe obſerved in her beneticence, was ever directed 
by Prudence. For ſeeing (ſuch largeſs mult neceſſarily difable her from 
the frequency which ſhe defixed ( that practice, being. indeed a great part 
of her j ys _) therctore ſhe would ever make prudent choice, not only of 
the way whereby, but alſo of the Party whom ſhe ſhyuld relicve. 

As for the Party to whom ſhe would extend her Bounty 3 that ſhe might 
not caſt away her Money, cither through indi{crction or vain glory, ſhe 
was cvcr careful to diſcharge this asa Duty, in obedience unto Gods com- 
mand:not heedlcfly giving, but where ſhe was perſ{waded that ſhe ought to 
do it ; obſcrvirg that advice, Witbhold not good from thens to whom it is due, Prov. 3. 27- 
when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. She would therefore give only H:5. V7YAD -, 
there, where ſhe thought it was a due required by God; either by way of *. Dominis 
recompence for their pains, who laboured and watched for her ſoul, cps, 
( Heb. 124 13. ) as ſhe was direted by Gods Word, 1 Theſc5. 12,13 ficirneceſſi:ate-: 
I Cor. 9.11. Gal. 6:6. (. For ſhe had learned with holy David, to prefer & tejDiſpen= 
the Law of Gods mouth before worldly Riches) or by way of compaſſi: {2torem Deus. . 
on, where there was real, and not pretended neceſfity. She was perſwad- Par ” _— 
ed,that God required her to help, when he was pleaſed to preſent her with - '_ "I 
ſuch an objeQ of Charity. But then did ſhe judge,ſhe had got the fittef | 
objec, when this neceſſity was accompanied with tincere Piety, according Omnibus nos | 
tothe Apoſilcs preſcript, Gal. 6. 10, As we have opportunity let us do good debirores fecit 
to all men, eſpecially to them who are of the bouſhold of Faitb. There (he Fea nw w_ F 
accounted her Charity molt duc. | Gels _ 1 

But ſhe was not only careful to make right choice of the Party whom culum ar&ius*”: 
ſhe ought to relieve, but alſo of that way and means, whereby ſhe might [Pirirualis cog= ** 
do them moſt good, and her Charity make for the greatefi adyantage. py, me 
The Hungry ſhe would Feed, and procure Cloaths for the Naked, and. x hy —— I 
comfort the Sick with ſuch things as ſhe had. That of Joh 2913. might vit. Calv. in <2 
fitly be applied to her : The-bleſing of thoſe that were ready to periſh, came... Bal. 6. 10... 
pom her, and ſhe cauſed the Widdows heart to ſing for joy. - She wasthe- - 
poor Orphans Mother, taking ſome of them into her owa Family, others = ſingulis ſu--- 7 
were kept to Schoovl, others were placed forth as Apprentices with her dividebary nl 
Money. For ſome poor Families ſhe would purchaſe Cows, that the: fingulisneceſ- :, 
Children might have Milk ; or what other waics ſhe could deviſe, wherey farium erat, > 
by to help poor and decayed people, Thus the. with-held not the poor __ Ep- V99"y 
from their defire, nor would ſhe cauſe the eyes of the Widdow to fail. JO 31 heiy E 
Nor was this her praRice for a fit, or ſeldom, but conſtant,and-continued: - I 
till her dying day,' ſhe was not weary of well-doing, nor did ſhe fail to - 
the laſt.3 leaving order even at her End for further diſtribution of the- . 
remainder, yet undifpoſed of. No doubt, but ſhe. now enjoyeth a: 
plentiful Crop of that. bleſſed Seed 3 and hes. Works follow here - | 

Such. 


The Religious and” Holy fife and Death 
Such was her converſe with others, who were not her Family Relations, 
What her deportment was towards them, I ſhall ſpeak the lcfs, becauſe 
| I cannot ſay enough. She that thus walked with God, and whoſe Con- 

verſation towards all others, was ſuch as is before declared, muſt 
needs be moſt benigne and reſpective toall her Relations. To mention 
her goodneſs towards each of them particularly, would but too much 
grate upon their grieved ſpirits, and renew their yet freſh ſorrows for ſo 
great a loſs. | 

This I may preſume to ſay, that no Husband could loſe a more loving, 
 reſpecive, obedient, and in each regard a better Wife, nd Friend : No 
Child a more tender, loving, careful Mother : No S:rvant a more loy- 
ing, meck, provident, indulgent Lady, that could more defire and en- 
deavour their good. And this not only in reference to their body and 
outward man z but with more eſpecial reſpe&t to their Souls, and {piri- 
tual fiate. It was ever her great dclire and careful endeavour, that all 
who were ncar her, ſhould ſerve God with her, and that ſhe might ever 
tind them in the fear of God. . Nor could any thing more grieve her, 
than at any time to ſee any of them oftend or fin againti God, 

As to her carriage in all things towards her Husband, and his recipro- 
cally toward her. I have never obſerved in any marricd pair a greater 
mutual complacency, than betwixt them two. They lived together as 
if they had but one Heart, and one Will in all things : that which was 
pleaſing to either, was ever moſt eligible to the other. Yea, who ever 
obſerved any difference of opinion in them, or the leaſt diſcontent, or 
ever heard any conteſt between them-3 whoſe only ſirife was, whether 
of them ſhould-more pleaſe and gratitic the other ? 

But inſtead of larger reports of her gracious and loving reſpe&s to her 
nearcft Relations, theſe few notes following may (uffice to declare her 
affeQion to them, and care for them : which I have tranſcribed out of 
her-own Papers, prepared five ycars ago ( ſhe having long labourcd un- 
der an HcQick diftemper) and which ſhe delivercd with her own hands, 
one to her Husband, ' and the other to her only Son, the day before her 
Death. | 

Some part of 'the Paper to her Husband being dated Feb. 20, 1667. 

is as followeth, 


My dear Heart Sir Thomas'Wharton, 
Q UV R- good and graciow God will be thy great ſupport and comfort in 
all eonditions, and. will make up all Relations, without whom none 
eould have given any corttentment. We have by his mercies lived more happy 
daies, than almoſt any : but changes muft come to us, as well as to all others. 
| Theyefore let ws be thankful for all our good we have enjoyed; and be wil- 
ling- and ready'to give up what is deareſt t0 us, whey he calls, who will do 
nothing ts blurt us, being our moſt loving Father in Chrift, who bas bought us 
with bis pretioue blood, This Thelieve, Lord help my unbelief, and give me 
$" 


of the Lady Mary Wharton. 


20 live the life of Faith and Thankſyiving, and prepare me fr his Will, whes 
ther Life or Death. I am very infirm, but heart whole, &c, 
Then making mention of her only Scn, 

Of whom ( faith ſhe ) I need not defire your taking care, for he is yours 
as much as mixe, and I know you love him, &c. I would fain have bim 
much in your company,or under your eye. Though T know, bit Touth and your 
Gravity will not altogether ſute; yet T hope you will allow him grains, and 
be yield you all obedience of Love, as well as Fear. T hhallneed ty ſay n= 
thing of bis Marriage : for I think we both agree, in deſiring he may meet 
. zn the firſt place with Piety, Vertue, and a good Exirattion. And if any 
IVealth or Beauty attend upon theſe, let it come: they are not ill Servants, 
thcugh unfit to be uppermef in our deſires or cſtecm. If God give bis bl:ſſing, 
alittle will be enough 3 if not, enough will be too little to ſatisfie the couct< 
ous defire : from which good God deliver him. T had rather bis Edxcation 
might inftru@ him 10 uſe that little be will have, well; than to covet mare, 
to ſpend ill. 


The P.pcr to her Son followeth verbatim. 


My dear Philip, 

Pray God bleſs you 3 and he who has raiſed you from many illneſſes and 
| weakneſſes, raiſe your heart aud life to ſome degree anſwerable tothefe 
great mercies, and all other which T am not able to reckon up. I am at this 
time, I praiſe God, well, and have no illneſs on me, bat grow Old, and 

infirm often : which makes me d:fire t0 leave ſimerbing in ebarge with you, 

which you may read, and remember your old Mother by. | 

In the firſt place, Love and fear God, and preſs and flrive every day ta 

increaſe more and more in the love and ſervice of him, in whom you live, 

move, and have your being. There is uo Wiſdom or Policy like it. And 

the more you converſe with Gods Word, and his People, the more you will 

find it, and the better you will like it : For in his Service is perfed freedoms. 

Let me conjure yow-t0 let no day go without reading the holy Scripture, and 

other good Books, as you have leiſure you will find them excellent company- 

And do not only Read, bnt confider what you Read, to remember it. T ſhould 

be very glad, you would early fit, and prepare for the communion of the 

bleſſed Body and Blood of Chriſt z not raſhly becauſe others 45 it, but ad- 
viſedly , finding the want of it, and the preciouſneſs of it z which may 

give you a true hunger and thirſt after it, and all other Ordinances of God 

upon which, I pray,attend very diligently. Next, Honour and Love your King, 

and look upon Rebellion as the fin of Witchcraft» Obſerve and obey all bis 

' juſt commands 3 and what ever they be, pray for him, and fubmit, and 

ſuffer what you cannot obey of them but never riſe, nor murnmy at any 
lawful Authority, though is be never ſo croſs t0 your own ha nour, but pati- 
ently bear what you cannot amend. Laftly, Reverence, Honowr, Obey, and 

. Love your Father, Qbey bis n— obſerve bis inftrudions, mark bis 
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reproofs to prevent the need of them any more» And It them not make you 
love bis company leſs \ for it is bis kindneſt. When be is angry, be you very 
mild, and diſcreet in your replies > and do not expoſiulate with him, but own 
your. fan!t, which wi'l quickly obtain pardon : for be loves you dearly, and ſq 
would I fin bave you do him. Be careful of him in Age or Sicknefi : Love to 
be in bis company. And alwai:s choſe the bejt company 3 for there is no good 
got 1n1l, mean company. And avoid, as much as you can, all Tebauchery, 
and th:ſe that are ſj. Let the fear of God firſt prevail with you 3. then the 
pleaſing of your Father, and your dead Mthers injunGions, when ſhe was 
alive. And conſider w.ll your Vow made in Baptiſm, which though it were 
then promiſcd by others, yet you are bound toperform now, as your Catechiſe 
teacheth you. To which end conſider 1he Church-Catechiſe well, and there 
you will fd your obligation : which IT beſzech God to*enable you t2 ſtrive to 
perform in reſiſting the World, the Fleſh, and the Devi! 3 and loving our goed 
Gad, and our Neigbbours. Iwould give you warning of two ſorts of People , 
the Flatterer, _ the Backbiter and of being either your ſelf. And when * 
avy flatters you to your Face, be not pleaſed with it, but hve a more ſtrid 
guard upon your bebavieur and ations, and examine whether it belong to you 
or 03 if it do, give God the glory if not, take that occaſion to endeavour 
after being what you would be thought to be. And if you bear any ſpeak, ill 
of others, who do not diſerve it : Look, to your ſelf, for you are like to bave 
#he ſame, when your back is tuxrn'd. My dear Chill, be careful of your 
waies 3 and let not theſe things T ſay, be ſlighted by you ; for they come 
from"onethat loves you, and wiſheth your welfare, I aſſure you > by Name 


| your old Mother, Mary Wharton. 


Feb, 26. 1667. 


. 


Py 


By this it may appear, what piuus and. loving regard ſhe had to her 
deareſt, and neareſt Relations 3 that after her Death they might have this 
C as her laſt Legacy ) to put them ia mind of her dear affe&ion to them, 
and of her moſt godly dchire of their ſpiritual welfare after her depar- 
ture, She had reſerved theſe Papers, - by her in her Cabiner, till ſhe ap- 
prehended her approaching Diflolution. And then though exceedingly 
faint, yet with a chearſul countenance ( which had ever been her ordina- 
ry aſpc&, an argument of a ſerene mind) ſhe with her own hands tranſ- 
mitted them to theirs. 

And fince we are in hand with Paper-evidences of. her pious Vertues, 
it ſhall notbe amiſs in this place, to inſert the Tefiimony of the Right 
Reverend Biſhop of Elphin,.in.Treland ( formerly mentioned ) who had 
ſpent much of the time with them, during the troubles in Tre/and,where- 
by he. had: the opportunity of intimate acquaintance with the Family ;. 
and therefore moſi able to give a good account of their Converſation. 
Having received intelligence of her Death, - he writes this conſolatory 
Epiſile to hex forrowful Husband, from Elphins | 


Honoured: 


UMI 


of the Lady, Mary Wharton. 
Honoured Sir, | 
' A Lthough the deceaſe of your pious Conſort, and ſenſe of your loſs mut 
A needs work an exceeding great gricf ; Tet; the conſidiration of her 
holy Life, religious 'End, and the hope of receiving her again , cannot but © 
revive and comfort yow. T need not tell you, that her public carriage was an 
exal Crmmentary upon that deſcription, wiich Solomons M ther gives of a 
Vertuous Woman. Her gentle, diſcreet, well-temper*d demeanor, all that 
ever knew ber, or had the happineſs to converſe with her, will without bluſh» 
31g be witneſſed by them. But that which ſets her beyond all verbal praiſes : 
As ſhe was of aVertuows, ſo of a Gracious diſpoſition. I ſpeak it nnfainedly : 
The fear of God was plantid in her heart : ſhe had xot an outward ſemblance, 
or. ſhew of Picty, but the Power of Godlineſs 3 which ſhe manifeſted in ber 
conſcionable frequenting of the publick Miniftry ; with Mary treaſuring up 
the Word in ber heart, and bringing it forth into alion. What hours were 
ſpent in ber Cloſet, in Prayer, Reading, Meditation, which was a great 
means of ber ſpiritual progreſs in Knowledge and Grace, aud the ſureſt evi» 
dence and. ſeal of ſincerity, is beſt known to your ſelfs It pleaſed God by a 
long and lingring Sickneſs, to wean her from the delights of this World, to 
carry her thoughts and deſires Heaven-ward, living fruitſully, and dying 
comfortably. The Lord ſhewed in ber, that it is not in vain to ſerve bims 3 / 
and that a conjflant courſe of a heligiow Life, will miniſter abundance of 
ſweet conſolation at the hour of Death, &c., 
F And in another Letter of a muchlater Date, having occaſion to make 
mention of her, he hath theſe words, Little is nothing, and much not 
enough to be recoracd of+ ber Picty, Loyalty, Charity, and Devotion” Her 
own Works will praiſe her in tbe gates. 
Thus much I thought good to Tranſcribe from the Letters of that 
Holy and Reverend Prelatc, as an unqueſtionable confirmation of what I: 
have declared in this Narrative. | . I 
| Hitherto we have had a general account of ſome remarks in her.exem- Qualis yitz. © 
plary Life : And even as ſhe lived fo the died. Indeed a great part of Finis ita.”  } 
her Life was but as it were a lingring Death. For many years before her 
| Death, ſhe was afflied with an Althmatical diftemper, which cauſed 
| ( as I conceive )) an Hedick, under which ſhe laboured till ſhe left this 
troubleſome World, No means was left unaſſayed by her loving and 
carcful Husband 3 but Nature was by degrees fo far ſpent and weakened, 
that the continual uſe of Cordials preſcribed by the moſt expert Phyfici- 
| ans could not repair, much leſs reſtore it, but only a little prolong, and: 
| draw out the infirm thread of her daily-dying-life. She that had ſpent 
the daics of her Youth, and her more healthful years fo ftudiouſly in the 
. Service of God, muſt needs make the greateſt improvement of this diſl- 
penſation to the advantage of her inward man, which was daily renews ; 
ed, as her outward man daily decayed ;; whilſt ſhe lived ina contin 
expccation of her Diſſolution. . a OY 
This gradual decay of natural yigour,. together with her-waſted 
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-xits, and cxtream ſhortneſs of breath: conſidered 3 we could not expe&,; 


that when ever it ſhould pleaſe God to viſit her with. any extraordinary } 
Diſtemper, threatning N:ath, ſhe ſhould ſpeak much, though the much 3 
defired todo it, Hcerice it came to' pals, that we-want the verbal evi. 
dences of her dying confolations, as alſo the benefit of her laſt advice, Þ 
and dying admonitions to us, who are lcft behind to bewail our loſs of } 
fo great a treaſure. She ſeemed to fore-ſee thus much diyerfe years before? 
her Death, having had ſo frequent experience of her inability, to ſpeak} 
after any more than uſual motion of her Body,whca the humours were (tir> 
ing. This might be one cauſc ( beſides thoſe other which we ſpoke of ) 
that ſhe prepared” thoſe Papers to her Husband and Son, to ſupply the 3 
want of words, m caſe of ſach fearcd inab lity.- Accordingly ( as was / 
moſt probable) it came to paſs : For that very day,after ſhe had reccived 5 
the Sacrament, ſhe retired to her Chamber, which ſhe never afterward ? 
leff, till her carthly part was carried forth to burial. From which time } 
her ſpeech fo failed hier by degrees, that at laft ſhe did rather whiſper than? 
fpeak (and very difficultly even that ) which likewiſe failed ſome ſhort } 


while before her Death. | 
With what remarkable Patience and chearfulneſs did ſhe entertain} 


